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On February 21, a public meeting of the Tompkins Square Park 
Task Force was held at. Public School 15 at 333 East 4th Sts 
The Task Force members present on the Stage were: City 
Councilwoman Miriam Friedlander, Carol Watson (member of 
Community Board #3, member of RAIN/LESAC), Donna Ellerbee + 
-Michael Farrin (members of Ave A Block Assoc.),-Rick Carman 
(CB#3 member, Task Force Chairman), Sandra Trujillo and an 
unidentified man (both reps of Man.Borough President David 
Dinkins), Clayton Patterson (video filmmaker, local merchant, 
filmed most of TSP riot), Joel Meyers (political activist), 
~ = and Harris Pankin (lead singer of rock group “Letch Patrol", 
attacked by police during the riot). 








Also present at the meeting in the audience were several 
fs Members of Comm.Bd.#3. Among them were: Anne Johnson, Phillip 
$ LaLumia, Kryctyna Piorkowska, and Marguarita Lopez. Seated 
‘in the rear of the auditorium was Sgt.Dean Rasinya in uniform 
of "CPOP" (Community Patrol Officer Program), associated with 
Fs ‘the 9th precinct, Ree eer eo ae a 
j Before the meeting began, some Community Board members of the 
« - Task Force made an effort to get Mr.Pankin expelled,claiming 
that he had been missing too many meetings. Moments later, 





o Ri bii- 


S os ne eer 


Seabee. ese ee JY we EE A NS WSIE E S E < T 

ai Comm. Bd. t3, epresentatives cf several Politicians 
ES Friedlander and Dinkins, and members of Tompkins S 
E neighborhood groups. This secret meeting was set 
MacNamara òf the 9th precinct in order toygarner > 
neighborhood support for enforcement of a midnightue. 

. Tompkins Square Park during the month of July and extending 

G into the month of August, 1988. During the weekend before the 
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AE some people handed out copies-of sign-in sheets from a secret 
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August 2nd meeting, skirmishes broke out between police and 
people protesting the curfew in the park. This led to a large 
demonstration which ended when the police suspended the 
curfew for the night. The real purpose of the August 2nd 


meeting was for Capt.MacNamara to use “public support” so he 
could mobilize his troops to avenge the affront to their man= 
hood the weekend before, 


A few Community Board members on the Task Force and in the 
audience were understandably surprised and shocked when they 

saw the sign-in sheets in circulation. This is probably 

because not only did these members whose names appear on the 
sheet deny knowing anything about the meeting, but some of 

them are actually members of the Task Force that was set up 

to investigate the very riot that their presence at that <. a 
meeting helped come about, and now we know who they arei , 
When Mr.Pankin read a copy of the sign-in sheet, he became 

Very angry and marched back on the stage where the-Task Force 
was sitting. The other board members relented and said ~~ 
nothing as he re-took his seat. E À ; 
One of the first speakers was Community Affairs Officer Jean 
Mathus, representing Inspector Gelfand (mow of the 9th Pet), 


dic not 
















Y: Nyos = a oe 
t that she would ask Insp.Gelfand. 


erough Commissioner of Parks Pat Pomposello, who 
told us about the status of maintenance in the park, but was 
put on the defensive when he was repeatedly questioned ahout 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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_ The new CCRB must also be held accountable to the people of NYC for their 
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WE get som 
Square Park Task Force held on Feb.2l, CCRB Chairperson Mary Burke Nicholas eR, S 


told the audience that the CCRB's biggest accomplishment thus far has been e 


omplaints, only 14 cops have been 


There are only six weeks left before the CCRB's final report to Police é are the Indep 
Commissioner Benjamin Ward and out of 120 c 
recommended for departmental charges. At the last meeting of the Tompkins 


renaming the CCRB to “Civilian Complaint Bureau"!!1!! 


T 
At the TSP Task Force meeting, Father Kuhn of St.Brigid's Church suggested qe? yow lt gee... 
that the CCRB members resign en masse, issuing a public statement of protest, 
since he felt that some good people on the board are being used. THE SHADOW 
supports Father Kuhn's proposal as the first step toward creating a truly 
effective CCRB,once enough attention has been given to the fact that the 


current CCRB is totally inept and unable and sometimes even unwilling to deal 
with legitimate civilian complaints. 








It is time for the CCRB to be re-organized into a panel of civilians, not 
people affiliated with the Police Dept. or various political groups or 
politicians. They must also be empowered to conduct far reaching and full 
scale ingee aac one into all complaints of police abuse and brutality and 
corruption. Then their findings must be acted on by the Police Commissioner, 
not just leaving it up to his diser tion, and if necessary, their findings 
must be turned over to the District Attorney who must also act upon them. 
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4 
performance, not the very people they are investigating as they are now. net 4 
It is painfully obvious that the CCRB, as it exists today, is completely POT? 0 DOr 
ineffective in handling investigations into police brutality since they P 
are.relying on officers to inform on their fellow officers, and their so- | 
called investigations only lead to recommendations that Ben Ward can refuse 
to action, which happens more often than not, f 











A demonstration to protest the ineffectuality of the investigation into the 
Tompkins /SquarePark Police Riot of last August that has been conducted over 
the last six months by the Civilian Comptaint Review Board (CCRB) will b 


eld 5 Lafayette Street—(also_knownvas -the: 
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Part of the plan of the people who were really behind the Police Riot is for 
the community to lose interest as time passes. We must show them and everyone 
else that we will not forget the massive assault on our nezgsborhood last 
August 6-7 and that we are demanding justice. This is an issue that we will 
not let die!!One step toward getting justice is demanding the re-organization 
of the CCRB, and demanding that all officials responsible for the riot are 
identified and charged, not just the police flunkies that did their bidding. 
There is power in numbers, and the more of us that are there, the louder and 
stronger our message will be}! 
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curfew enforcement and questions about his role in the secret ee 
pre-riot meeting of August 2nd came up. He said that he | : See See ee co, 
“didn’t recall" several times when asked about the meeting, 


; --aucust 2, 1988: 
and played dumb when he was asked who painted the curfew nce (PEMS 


AT SOUTH CONFEPRE $ 
signs at the entrances to the park. Then, when he said that PATROL BOROUGH o ave, 228-2406. (cont Ee aoe 
the community asked for the curfew, Community Board member 1, Phillip Wachtel-°S0 Foon and post during the = 
Marguarita Lopez leapt to her feet and loudly announced that presene te oS yenue A Block Association me - 
the community did not request the curfew, As the questions 9. Leona Meaher=--177-1769. (A 473-4711 (home) , 778-1826. 
continued, he pointed to the sign-in sheet copy he had and : ip C.Labumia--506 East 13a 3 mene Koch panie ae 
said angrily,"this looks like community members". Soon after, See aay precinct cae command post during the 
he got fed up and left the meeting, ignoring further ques- crub membere Pi vesentative of State Senator 
tions. The most important unanswered question was: "How did a- pavia McCluskey--587-5512~  URGGOOS! NYC, 10007) 
noise complaint become a curfew, and how did a curfew become 4. Da rtin Connor-270 Broa r A Block Assoc.member, 

; a 228-6678. (Ave 

a police riot? 5 Michael Farem i ai ee Force member). : 
The next speaker was Mary Burke Nicholas, Chairperson of the Tompkins Square 4 .673-0487. (Ave A BIk Assoc.member) « 
Civilian Complaint Review Board (CCRB). She and. fellow board e Jeanette veinote is. Ave: Bele pp Legal Bureau) 


member Dan Johnson spoke several times during the meeting, 


(Assoc. Attorney, NY 
answering questions. She explained the procedure the CCRB 


iss Robert Messner-- 374-5406. 


= Captain of 9th Pet.)- 
follows--12 members of the board go to meetings, review cases, ` 8. Gerald MacNamara--477 7811. (Cap tor, Commanding Officer 
and make recommendations."Police Commissioner Ward is the t J.Baumert--477-7436. (TNeP EE oe ing) « 
only one who can make the final decision on discipline of 2e p Se ana Division, chairma Exec.officer PEMS; 
police officers". She got a good round of laughter when she Repu AT IE TASS, (pepity Insper toe eds of cope,te 2ioe 
told of the CCRB's latest accomplishment, which was changing po, chomasers distress call that 
the name of the staff to read: "Civilian Complaint Bureau". 533-5300. (Comm.Bd.3 staff member = oe 
{Apparently this is more important than investigating all 11.Anne Hayes 2408-0201, (Borough Comey ised eveceric 
those complaints of police brutality) ."I think that will make 12.Patrick J.Pomposej to oat 6lst St, NYC,10023, PY 
a difference to the public...", she added, They both admitted in Mannat Slice command post). a eee) 
there is a lot of stonewalling by police, and Johnson said he i r--533-5300. (pistrict Manager Comm.Ba. 
wasn't very optimistic about response to their investigations 13.Maztha Bape 9NyC, 10003) « 
and he also said that there are allegations that the Police 477-7468. (Sgt, PBMS)- 
Dept. had staff meetings to get people there to support their 14.John J.Dolan=- Atna 


(P.Os, PBMS community 


decision to close the park,"The CCRB didn't persue those ive of Manhattan 


a--477-7468. 
investigations". At one point, Nicholas said:"Some of us on 


15.Miriam River 


; (Representat 
S i à $ la --669-4400. f z 
the board are very independent, and if we don't get the co- 16.Suzette frees ident David Dinkins) geome 
operation, we'll resign." This was met with shouts of"RESIGN!" ji110--669-4693. (Representative o 
; 17.Sandra Tru Task Force member) - 
3 $ à F i inkins, TSP 566-1324. 
The next speaker was Assistant District Attorney John Fried, > : 85 Columbia St, TIT ATE Friedlander). 


from Robert Morgenthau's office.He told us that Grand Juries . 18,Thomas CE ee 
have returned indictments against 6 cops--4 uniformed and 2 (Represen 531, (Represe 
Sgts, based on incidents brought to their attention by the 19 .Tomy Loe eae ne 270 Broadway + 
CCRB, the victim's attorneys, and investigations by the DA's : Manfred Ohr 4253 (home) . 
office and Internal Affairs, He said that other investigations a Siorkouskans??8— 
are ongoing. The charges the cops face are: Assault in the 3rd porce Teme n 
degree, Official Misconduct, and Criminal Mischief in the 4th 
? degree. He declined answering most questions, siting Grand j 505-1521. 
Jury secrecy laws, He did say that an effort was made to 22.Betsey Newnan- 
identify cops at the riot using time sheets, but he would 
not be more specific. He got defensive when his abilities as 


im 
{f City Counci 
ntative of State ae 
4612441812 ,NYC,1000 ` 


(Comm. Bd. 3 member, TSP 


20.Kryctyn s 

A *aux.Capt.7th") - 
li sicklick--228-8055. (comm.Bd.3 member, : 
21.William 


(Friends of Tompkins Square). 


4 - F ve 
$ E 312 8130. { ormer member of A 
, 


n--137 Ave A, er License Board, 


umb £ the 
fic c à 23.Charles Sturke mber of Master Pl s officer o 

a prosecutor of police officers was questioned when he was | RUBIO Agno- e iie counoui and Recorda 312-8419). 
identified as the ADA that tried the Michael Stewart case pene of Buildings-60 Hudson StyN¥C» ; ree 
against the police and lost. One man demanded to know why =374-6723. (Sgt, OCDE SOME E Oo P 
Fried is on the Tompkins Square Park case after losing the 24 Michael chief Johnston) « 


Stewart case and demanded that he resign. Fried said he didn't ae 

lose--"it was presented to a jury that decided the cops were 

mo even with 23 witnesses, Fried said that "maybe 23 witnesses 
told 23 different stories", When questions were asked about 
ore rict meeting = August 2nd, eriee refused to answer, sae E EYF = 
again siting secrecy laws, At one point, Ms.Lopez asked wh . ee i A = 
cops that won't come forward as Vreneeeee to other officer's Bee singe the structure of the board renders “evens 
criminal behavior can't be tried for obstruction of justice. 7 3 
Fried said that “we must prove they are guilty first, Ms. Before the meeting came to a close, Ms.Lopez asked the Task 
Lopez countered with;"For us, we're guilty first. For the Force:"When will the Community Board point their finger at 
police, they are guilty--later". Finally, when asked whether those who were involved with the pre-riot meeting?", and she 
this case should be given the same special attention and requested that the Comm.Bd. ask those people why they were 
resources given drug cases, Fried said that it has been given there. Mr.LaLumia interjected and told her that people of 
special attention. om Ave A came to the Board complaining of noise. Then, from the 

5 : i $ 5 i stage, Donna Ellerbee (of the Ave A Block Assoc.as well as 

Next was Norman Siegel of the New pom Civil Liberties Union. the TSP Task Force) said that every year police presence was 
He said that 34 "notices of intent" to file lawsuits have requested in the park and finally, on July 28, Capt.MacNamara 
been filed against N.Y. He noted that anger was present in agreed to assign two foot patrol men to the park."We did-not 
the audience because “people feel investigations are not being request 450 of them", she said. LaLumia said,"that's not what 
done seriousl efficientl and effectively. We saw man eee 
police Beticers encase in illegalities and very few have beer happened at the meeting--we were approached at the precinct 








; " ; council meeting", and for some reason he revealed that he was 
es pee padae ee een E foes present in the police command post van in the park during the 
revamped in summer of 1987 and got 6 civilians appointed by riot. Unfortunately, just as Aer ae unravel and 
the mayor, as well as a new director, He said that changes spill his guts, he was heckle y the audience into silence. 


; $ Chairman Carman tried to stop this exchange of information 
for the better were expectedy but thye is not the case. He during the outburst because proper procedure was not being 
suggested that we accept ADA Fried's invitation to go to the followed, but he was not successful. Task Force member Joel 
court and observe the proceedings against the indicted cops, Meyers tried to question LaLumia further, but at that point 
He said he had evidence for a lot more indictments, as he the meeting was breaking up, so he announced a demonstration 
explained to DA Morgenthau, ADA Fried, and other ADAs, but at CCRB Headquarters for March 1l at 295 Lafayette St,at l:co 
he can't persuade them because they say it is not enough. So how is it that some of the people who attended the secret 
Finally, Mr.Siegel made the following recommendations: meeting with police on August 2nd that. led to the massive z: 
l.That Comm.Bd. #3 put out an interum report that is police assault on our neighborhood on the night of August 6-7 
critical of the CCRB investigations, i now occupy seats on the Task Force that was set up to in- 
2.In the report, they should ask questions not yet vestigate the riot and the persons behind it? Granted, some 
addressed, such as how the CCRB and DA's office reviewed of those people on the sign-in sheet were manipulated by the 
the video tapes of the riot. (He described modern technology police brass-(this has been expressed by Donna Ellerbee, 
allowing enhancing freeze frames of tapes, and said that the Michael Farrin, and Betsey Newman). But many others are 


CCRB and DA's equipment is outdated), guilty of collaborating with the police in setting the stage 
-3.That the CCRB, DA's office, and Police Dept. work to- for what became the worst police riot in recent memory. It 
gether to create selective immunity for certain officers seems like a good idea to call the people who attended that 
_ that testify in investigations. : meeting and find out what really happened there and why they 

4.**A complete overhaul of the CCRB, (not just the name were there at all. 


change to Civilian Complaint Bureau."We should have a truly : : ' 

civilian CCRB", he said, with all civilian commissioners and eMicgedice the $er Cait Fae ee Tike 

ee eS : i : 

almost all civilian investigators. ; all other politically sponsored and convenient excercises 

5.**A permanent citywide special prosecutor for allegations jy simulated justice is just a way to trick people into 

of police abuse. (There is a built-in conflict of interest believing that something is being done where nothing is being 

between the DA's office and the Police Dept. since they must done. They try to corral us into their forums and require us 
; : i 5 : 

oP BR Sa every. ay vitn police as witnesses for ene Bae to follow their rules and procedures as we express outrage at 

what happened last August and demand justice. Well, this set 
Ms.Friedlander agreed with Mr.Siegel's recommendations, and up doesn't fool everyone, and this was made apparent by the 


later in the meeting Father Kuhn of St.Brigid's Church demonstration of a healthy lack of respect for Community 
suggested a mass resignation of the CCRB with a public. Board #3 and their TASK FARCE!! It's time to forget about 
statement of protest. He said that the good people on the committees and community groups and take action with your : 


board are being used,and that it didn't. matter. if. gaod- people friends and neighbors to get things done and MAKE “SHIT HAPPEN) 





‘would piay the 
‘three piece suit. 








Guardian Angels 
Scuffling with a man on 
47th Street last week. 
They said they suspected 
him of smoking crack, 
but he was later released. 


Curtis Sliwa was born in 1954 and grew up 
Canarsie section af Brooklyn. A rebel, he was thrown out 
of an exclusive private high school far challenging school 
rules. After a stint ina public school, he dropped out 
and became an assistant manager of a McDonald's restaurant 
in the Scuth Bronx. He hatched the idea af a citizen crime 
Patrol while riding the subway between his home in 
Brooklyn and his job in the Bronx. 


in the 


Sliwa and a co-worker Don Chin would establish what they 
called a “decoy situation” as they rode the subway. Curtis 
role of a victim wearing a gold watch and 
Don Chir would wait in another part af 
the subwaycar Connected to Sliwa by a beeper. If Sliwa 
signaled that a mugging was about 
a large man, would step in and seize the alleged culprit. 


Sliwa’s foray inte organized vigilantism began when he 
formed the Magnificent 13 in February 1979. The group 
began as a group of South Bronx youths whe formed the Rack 
Brigade, named after "Rock", the nickname Sliwa earned as 
a tough brawler after he dropped out of high school in 
Brooklyn. The group started by cleaning litter off the 


streets af the South Bronx, but scan graduated to a public 


Campaign cf guarding subway riders. 


In 1980 the Angels had according to Sliwa grown to 5, aad 


members an chapters throughout the country, a figure 
disputed as greatly exaggerated in most reports. The 
Angels had alsa gained notoriety for their alleged 
conflicts with Transit Folice although a poll taken of 


transit Officers found that 73% 
were doing in the subways. 


supported what the Angels 


Throughout their existence the Guardian Angels have 
maintained that police fearing for their Jebs have opposed 
them. However, researchers tend to believe that most of 
the stories af conflict between Angels and cops are part 
af the hype Siiwa has built around the group. Many 
individual Angels will admit a desire ta eventually become 
police officers themselves. 


In 196@, Sliwa claimed he was- kidnapped by N.Y. Transit 


Police and told to stop his patrols because he was "taking 
Jobs from transit cops." In August 1381, Sliwa claimed 
police in Washington, D.C., where Sliwa was setting up a 


chapter, kidnapped and tortured him far several hours. 
There were no arrests in either attack. In 1983, a former 
member caf the Guardian Angels told reporters that Sliwa 


had faked attacks upon himself and the Angels and padded 
membership rolls by including names from the phone back. 

Eventually, Sliwa brought in as number two 
the greup his wife Lisa, a black belt in karate and 
occasional model. The. two share a $245 a month apartment 
at the corner of Avenue and St. Mark's Place. 


in running 


They have a reported income of $44, 000 a year which the- 


Couple claims comes from Lisa's mādeling career and 
Speaking engagements. The group's treasurer and financia 


-t4 


co-ordinator is Curtis. Sliwa’s. mother Frances. .. .; a 
{ ban Ay. toe ee Ergot: 3 +E Sie Shi Nid ane 24 
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“to happen, Chin, whe is 


Angels with Ditty Faces 


By NASHUA 


t 











Lisa counters thease critics of the Angels whe call the 
group “modern day vigilantes” by insisting that "we're not 
taking any autherity unto ourselves that any average 
citizen doesn’t have.” The authority the Angels do take 
"unta themselves” includes the formation af elite groups 
of Angels in several cities. i 


An investigative reporter in Philadelphia discovered ane 
group of Guardian Angels -who operated undercover, Calling 
themselves the “Suicide Squad". Dressed as homeless pecple 
hanging out in aileys behind gay bars (invited by the bar 
owners), they would wait until a crime occurred, 


preferabiy with an Angel as the intended victim. 
i 


eens ai 


Reporters im Chicago wrete abelt another Draup Of Angelo 
chesen ta challenge a feared street gang called the 

Disciples. The Angelis were told during training that in 

confrontations with street gangs they should "be a 

barbarian’. In New York City, the elite Angel force ware 

red baseball caps and called themselves the SWAT team. 


Last Spring, the Arngeis changed their focus from the 
City’s subways to Restaurant Raw on West 46th Street 
between 8th and 9th Averues in Manhattan. 

The Angels had been invited by restaurant owners whe 
complained that police were failing to stem crack dealing 
that the owners claimed was keeping away potential 
customers. With a big media splash, the Angels sccm were 
confronting alleged crack dealers in the mostly poar and 
Latıno streets surrounding West 45th Street. 

During one patrol, a 16 year old Argel from New Jersey 
was stabbed by a mar that a group of Angels were shaking 
down for allegedly dealing crack. As in mast of these 
incidents, nao drugs were found. Reports of neighberhead 
pecple being stopped by Angels without a cause began toa 
mount and eventually groups of Angels were getting inte 
street fights with neighborhood youths. 


Fights with residents weren't all the Angel's problems. 
Fiainclothes police, casually dressed and hanging cut in a 
Playground were the Angel's next target. Eleven Angels 
were arrested and accused by police af harassing homeless 
people, but charges were quickly drapped by Manhattan 
District Attorney Robert Morgenthau. 


Orr East 14th Street, another anti-crime group - called 
EVAC (East Villagers Against Crack), began meeting late 
last Spring with the Argels to form anti-crack patrols. 
EVAC was begun by a yuppie newcomer to the neighborhood 
whoa complained that he couldn’t get Chinese food delivered 
to his home because of rampant crack dealing on his black. 


EVAC members proved themselves nore 
public relations than the 46th Street 
The group organized a demonstration 


inexperienced at 
restaurant cwners. 
where a hanged effigy 


cosas -CONTINUED ON: PAGE 15: 
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The Reagan Administration’s taste for autocracy — 


By Walter Karp 


he Reagan Administration came to 
power firm in its resolve to liberate corporate enterprise from government 
regulation, to free the economy from the incubus of the welfare system, 
and t6 reduce the government’s role in the life of the country. It never said 
that these far-reaching goals could not be achieved by the ordinary meth- 
ods of democratic persuasion and the established procedures of congres- 
sional lawmaking. The Administration never contended in public, and 
perhaps not even in private, that the exercise of liberty gave its enerhies an 
unfair advantage, or that the traditional sources of public information kept 
the electorate too well informed, or that popular government in general 
was a hindrance to its aims. Only once did any ranking member of the 
Administration publicly admit that the “Reagan Revolution” included — 
indeed necessitated—a program of drastic political change. This occurred 
in late 1981, when David Stockman, the White House budget director, 
said that the new Administration’s success “boils down to a political ques- 
tion, not of budget policy, or economic policy, but whether we can change 
the habits of the political system.” After Stockman’s outburst of perilous 


candor, the curtain came abruptly down. It has not risen again on the po- 


litical intentions of the Reagan Administration, for the habits the Admin-. 
istration has striven to change have been, by and large, the habits of 
freedom. ~ 

“What we are witnessing,” said the American Civil Liberties Union in 
November 1981, “is a systematic assault on the concept of government 
accountability and deterrence of illegal government conduct.” Alas, “we,” 
the people, were not witnessing a thing, and have not been witnessing ‘A 


thing for almost five years. In politics, what is seen is what is talked about, 


and the “systematic assault” has not ‘been talked about—not by the Ad- 
ministration, not by Congress, not by the opposition party, not by the 


. press. 


Nothing is more important, however, than what public men prefer not 
to discuss. For nearly five years now the Reagan Administration has been 
engaged in an unflagging campaign to exalt the power of the presidency 
and to undermine the power of the law, the courts, the Congress, and the 
people. "That ts what our politicians have not discussed with us, and what 
lies hidden behind the screen of political rhetoric and the smile of a popu- 
lar President. : > - 

What follows is a chronicle of that campaign, told simply by means of 
recounting the deeds that comprise it. This chronicle is not the secret his- 
tory of an alleged secret plot. Most of the events have been duly reported in 
the daily newspapers. The chronicle is simply a matter of paying attention 
to public deeds that have been largely ignored or made light of outside the 
confines of congressional hearings. The chronicle is remorseless because 
the campaign is remorseless, and it is shocking because the campaign is 
shocking. When a concerted assault on the habits of freedom ceases to 
shock us, there will be no further need to assault them, for they will have 
been uprooted once and for all. 


I. 1981 


he newly elected Reagan Administration promised to “hit the 
ground running” and it does—like a company of commandos fanning out 
in a hostile country that just happens to be its own. 

What it besieges at once is the old, unsung bulwark against overweening 
presidential power: the open, garrulous, decentralized executive branch it- 
self. Bureaucrats practiced in rudeness and evasion are put in place of help- 
ful press officers. Telephone requests for information are suddenly given 
short shrift. Press briefings become so grudging, notes one veteran report- 
er, that a State Department spokesman says “no comment” and “I can’t 
say” more than thirty times in the course of one forty-five-minute session. 
Pentagon officials are warned that the polygraph test—which accuses the 
guilty and the innocent alike—will be used ‘to identify those who “leak” 
classified infotmition to the press. 

In late April the Presiderit declares a moratorium on the preparation and 
dissemination of government publications, and the huge, habitual outflow 
of official reports, bulletins, and pamphlets is quickly brought under con- 
trol. The Administration’s stated goal is the “elimination of wasteful 
spending on government periodicals.” Dropped in the moratorium isa gov- 
ernment booklet on bedbugs, which Edwin Meese Il, counselor to the 
President, brandishes for reporters with a hearty chuckle, as well as Central 


Intelligence Agency reports on “U.S.—Soviet Military Dollar-Cost Com- 


parisons,” which disappear unbrandished. Meanwhile, the White House 
musters every specious argument it can find to justify the biggest arms build- 
up in history. Something considerably more important than thrift lies be- 
hind this moratorium. 

Whatever can be hidden the Administration hides. “The White House 
is structuring key advisory panels,” reports the New York Times in July, ‘‘so’ 
that they do not fall under the public meeting tules of the Advisory Com- 
mittee Act.” Under the direction of the White House the agencies of the 
executive branch evade the public accountability provisions of the Admin- 
istrative Procedure Act. New regulations are issued as “guidelines” so that 
the.public need not be notified. Existing regulations are altered by internal 
memorandums. 








The White House 
withhold from the 
American people 
whatever the 
President thinks it 
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not to know 


The Administration 
is apparently bent on 
turning the White 
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On June 6 the Washington Post runs a story under the headline “Admin- 
istration Attempting to Stem Information Flow to Trickle.” This is only 
the beginning, however,. for the President is determined to redress the bal- 
ance between, in his words, “the media’s tight to know and the govern- 
ment’s right to confidentiality.” ; 

This latter “right” is a figment of the official imagination: in America 
tHe governed have rights, not the government. But one reason the Admin- 
istration is determined to uphold it becomes clear on July 8 when a legal 
analysis of the gravest importance begins circulating in the House Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. Prepared for the committee by the 
American Law Division of the Library of Congress, it describes a far-reach- 
ing seizure of power carried out by the President on February 17 when he 


signed Executive Order 12291: That order, says the report, “sets up a 


framework tor [presidential] management of the rule-making process that is 
undeniably unprecedented in scope and substance,” one that “does not ap- 
pear to draw its authority from any specific congressional enactment.” Ít 
“provides no explicit safeguards to protect the integrity of the process or 
the interest of the public against secret, undisclosed, and unreviewable 
contacts. . . the Order, on its face, deprives participants of essential ele- 
ments of fair treatment required by due process.” Most important, the or- 
der threatens to make “cost-benefit principles,” imposed and manipulated 


_ by the White House, supreme over the statutory mission given by Congress 


to the executive agencies of the government—in violation of the doctrine 
of separation of powers. The warning falls into the public arena as noise- 


. lessly as a feather. 


The Administration's most ambitious efforts to censor and suppress lie in 
the future, but even in mid-1981 it begins to choke off various sources of 
objectionable opinions. ates 

Cuba is one such source. On July 10 the secretary of the Treasury noti- 
fies 30,000 subscribers of the Communist Party weekly Granma, which was 
impounded by Treasury agents in May, that “ic will be necessary for you to 
obtain a specific import license from this office” in order to “import” Cu- 

s.in the future. The maximumepenaltytk 

out a license isten years in prison and a 910,000 fine under the [radia 
With the Enemy Act of 1917; this act has never before been applied to 
periodicals, owing to the longstanding national “habit” of distinguishing 
printed matter from merchandise. By treating Cuban periodicals like Cu- 
ban cigars the Administration claims control over a hitherto free activ- _ 
ity—until it is stopped by a First Amendment lawsuit brought by the 
ACLU. This is not the last time, however, that the Administration will try 
to use commercial regulations to suppress non-commercial activity. 

Political refugees from friendly tyrannies are another source of objec- 
tionable opinions: they know too much about the regimes they fled. After 
seeing its February white paper on El Salvador, which presented “evi- 
dence” that the Salvadoran guerrillas were being heavily armed by Cuba 
and the Soviet Union, exposed as a pack of lies, rhe Administration begins 
to deport Salvadorans en masse. In August, the tortured corpse of one de- 
portee turns up by a Salvadoran roadside. 
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To the Administration, however, the most dangerous source of objec- 
tionable opinions are its own documents. On October 15 the White House 
submits legislation to Congress that would keep these documents outof the - 
public’s hands by “reforming” the Freedom of Information Act into obliv- 
ion. Politically, this is the Administration's first truly perilous moment, for 
the act is no ordinary piece of legislation. It has behind it the entire weight 
and authority of the democratic tradition in America: the sovereignty of 
the people, the accountability of government, the old republican distrust 
of official secrecy and bureaucratic caprice. “The Freedom of Information 
Act is a blessing for those who value a check on Government snooping,” 
William Safire, the conservative columnist for the Times, wrote in May 
when the White House, testing the waters, first indicated its hostility to 
the law. “Individuals can now find out what the FBI file says about them. 
Even better, individuals can force the Federal bureaucracy to disgorge rul- 
ings made without public scrutiny, and documents more politically embar- 
tassing than secret.” 

Yet one “improvement” in the Administration’s Freedom of Informa- 
tion Improvement Act of 1981 would put out of the public’s reach precisely 
those documents that give the governed their “check on government 
snooping.” Another “improvement” would make it difficult to discover 
how the agencies of the executive branch are enforcing the health, safety, 
and environmental laws that the White- House is bent on subjecting to 
cost-benefit analysis. A third improvement would make it dauntingly ex- 
pensive for the act to be used by those who inform the public—scholars, 
writers, newspaper reporters, public-interest organizations—the very users 
that, under the unimproved act, pay little or nothing. $ 

“Freedom of information is not cost-free. It is not an absolute good,” 
Jonathan C. Rose, an assistant attorney general in charge of abridging the 
freedom of intormation, would say a year later. Buc the Administration's 
cant about thrift rings false. ‘If rhe Freedom of Information Act is rescind- 
ed or crippled,” says Kurt Vonnegut at a symposium on the FOIA, “the 
American people will have been treated as spies for a foreign enemy.” An 
Administration which prates about getting the government off the backs of 
the people has tevealed its'real ambition.’ to‘get the péople off the back of ° 


the government. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 
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- “consciousness raising” rock 


eriminals,, the media vilifies 


_ political armed resistance 








POLITICAL PRISONERS IN AMERICA: 
_ INTERVIEW WITH MARILYN BUCK 


The existence of political 
prisoners and prisoners of war in 
this country 15 a weii kept 
secret. There are roughly one 
hundred overtiy political 
prisoners but you won't hear 
Amnesty International mentioning 
their names at their 


dominated New African Nation in 
five southern states. The 
goverræert calis these “purely 
criminal acts. ; 
Charged under the RICO 
stature (racketeering influerced 
corrupt organization) with 
participating in the jail escape 
of Black Panther Party ano Black 
Liberation Army member Assata 
Shakur (Joanne Chesimard, who had 
been given politicai asyium in 
Cuba), and various armored car 
heldups, the defendants, although 
denying participation, consider 
these exoropriations of ruling 
class wealth a way of funding an 
emerging revolution. They are the 
last to be tried for the much 
publicized £981 Brinks armored 
truck holdup and shootout in 
in Nyack, N.Y. that resulted in 
51x other convictions of members 
of radicai groups conceived in 
the sixties during the anti-war 
movement and black power 
uprisings. RICO is a favorite way 
for the government to increase 
the severity of what might be 
‘considered lesser crimes, but 
when put into the context of 
conspiracy they become Federal 


concert tours. 
jhe goverment portrays them as 


them, the Bureau of Prisons 
Places a disproportionate number 
of them in sensory deprivation 
“control units" for their 
political beliefs and 
assoclations-a policy that the 
Bureau of Prisons was barred from 
doing this past July by Federai 
Judge Barrington Parker whe 
called it a “dangerous mission" 
of political imprisonment. 

The case of Marilyn Buck 
and Mutulu Shakur brings out for 
examination the government’ s 
approach , judiciaily ard 
penaiogicaily, in dealing with a 


movement that they deny exists. 
‘Considering the stiff sentences 
received iast July of fifty years 
for Marilyn Buck ana sixty years 
Nutula Shakur, and the > 
Judge's recommendation of no 
parole until thirty years are 
served (ionger than life sentence 
parole eligibility), it appears 
that they were specifically 
handed extremely harsh sentences 
for what the defendants call 
expropriations, liberations, 
buiiding a socialist anti- 




















penaities, 

The six month length of the 
trial, harsh sentencing and use 
of the RICO stature belies the 
notion that the goverment 
considers these ordinary 
criminals or pureiy criminal 
acts. The personai histories and 
associations of the defendants 
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with groups such as the Black 
Panther Party, Biack Liberation 
Army, SDS, Weatherman 
Underground, and the New Afrika 
Feapie’s Organization suggest 
that these are not people 
motivated by crime or material 
seif advantage, but of a 
iongstanding Commitment to wrest 
control of human destiny from the 
hands of a government they see as 
urwiiling to address economic 
inequality, class conflicts, or 
eliminate racism and imperialist 
colonialism. 

Allowing evidence of the 
political nature of this case 
before the jury, something often 
dered other politicai prisoners, 
Judge Charlies Haight gave hope 
that the jury would be able to 
decide this case on political 
conciousness issues and the right 
of seif determination of black 
pecpie, not criminal wrongdoing. 
But nis deniai of key motions, 
especialiy not granting them 
prisoner of war or political 
prisoner status kept the essence 
of their actions ard motivations 
from being accurately judged py 
the jury. His denial of the 
defense request for a mistrial 
based on evidence of a previous 
acquaintance between a juror ard 

a defense witness, which she told ` 
other jurors about, tainted any 

: impartiality that may have 

“existed. Ultimately, he 
reaffirmed the government's 
denial that there are people so 
dissatisfied with the eocnomics 
and politicians of this country 
that they are ready to fight a 
protracted war against the United 
States Government. 

Mariiyn Buck 15 awaiting 
trial with five other defendants 
‘Im wnat is known as the 
Resistance Conspiracy Case. They 
are Charged with poiitical 
protest bombings at the U5. 
Capital, the South African 
consuiate and five other 
military, poiice and FEI 
burloings in Washington and New 
York City. Mariiyr Buck can 
receive mali at the “D.E. Jail“ 
at: 13i D St. 5.6., Washington, 
D.C. 20803--Prisoner #233-336. 
Mutulu Shakur is currently 
serving his sentence at the U.S. 

Penitentiary at Lompoc, 
California, 93436, where he can 
receive mail. {hey were both 
interviewed separately at the 
Metropolitan Correctional Center 
(MCC) Last summer in AYC-- 
Mutulu’s interview will appear in 
our next issue. 
PL: How iong have you been here 
at MCC? s 
MB: I have been here for more 
than three years. 
FL: This jaii is basically a 
holdover facility while awaiting 
trial, it has no work or 
education programs, can you 
comment on that? 
MB: There are very few 
educational programs and they are 
sna Sporadic. More and more 









































throughout the prison system they 
don't do programs because the 
perclogical view is that prisons 
are to punish rot ta 
rehabilitate, so it’s mainly pure 
punishment. We fave GED on _ 
occasion, bur more than half. the 
women or the floor are Latin and 
do not speak English. There are 
no programs for Spanish speaking 
womeris E 
PLi Carı you give me some 
background information about 
yourseif, what were some of your 
first politicizing events in your 
life? 

MB:My father is an Episcopal 


the civii rights struggie. My 
family moved to Austin Texas from 
Fort Hood Texas and he became the 


the black community. From tnere 
he was involved in ali kiras of 
religiaus as well a5 social ard 
Civili rights issues such as 
picketing to integrate theaters 
and the normal activities of the 
Civil rights movement. Wher I 
grew up in Texas I rever krew any 
biack or Latin childrer. 1 went 
ta segregated schools ard I had 
no conciousness period. Í 
remember the first week we got to 
Austin one of the women in the 
church coerced her daughter into 


n my life I 
had ever beer in a situation 
where I was the sole white person 
at a black social event. I was- 
thrust into a situation rot 
knowing anything about it, not 
having ariy social awareness about 
what was going or...sne had more 
than i did i'm sure, but Í had 
never had to ceal with that 
because these issues had never 
been raised. ; 

HL: Did things change when you 
got to college? 

MB: Certainly, 1t changed when I 
was irn high schol, Hecause my 
father continued en with his 
Civil rights work, I did not 
became involved. I wert to school 
then to college. 

PL: Where did you ga? 

MB: 1 went to Berkeley, 
University of California. I 
became more aware af social 
issues, it was also more that I 
had the freedom to make my own 
decisions and not to be pushed in 
a certain direction by my family. 


FL: Were there groups on campus 

you became irvelved with? 

Mbii worked very peripherally 

with the Studert Non Violent 
Coordinating Committee. 

FL: SDS? 

ME: Ne, I didn't get involved 
with SDS until I went back to 
Texas the following summer. 

PL: That would be what year? 

MB:That would be the summer of 
66. I began meeting political 
people at the- University of 


priest and he became involved in 


priest in the Episcopal church in 


inviting me to go swimming with 
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From "The East Village Other"-Aug.1967 


THE TOMPKINS 
SQUARE SMOKE-IN 





Several hundred people gathered in Tompkins Square 
Park July 16 to demonstrate their support for the 
legalization of marijuana. 

The Sunday morning rain disappeared just before 
71:00 PM, leaving the area in front of the bandshell 
dry and sunny for smokers to taste the joys of banana 
hash (or whatever else anonymous benefactors might 
have contributed for the occasion). Negroes, hippies, 
Puerto Ricans, and undercover police spent the after- 
noon smoking and making music, first on the concrete 
then on the grass. Participants sang a familiar mantra, 
substituting “Marijuana” for “Hare Krishna”. 

Sponsored by New York Provo, a group of psychedelic 
revolutionaries, the event was intended to bring to- 
gether and to turn on people from all groups in an 
atmosphere of peaceful defiance. 

In spite of the fact that the promised rock band 
couldn’t make it, the smoke-in was a success for 
the people in the park. One girl said, “I thought 
this kind of thing could only happen in Haight- 
Ashbury.” Sunday afternoon made it clear to every- 
one on the grass that they could come together in 
celebration and overcome New York paranoia. If 
they were together they could smoke in the park 
without fear of harassment. That is what the smoke- 
in demonstrated. 

In the absence of the rock band, eight conga 
drummers kept the afternoon alive with music. Many 
-were reluctant to try banana hash, but sometime after 
4:00 PM the real stuff magically began to appear in 
the crowd, and everybody—Negro, hippie, Puerto Rican 





and maybe even a backsliding police spy—iurned on 
together. 

Memories of Memorial Day terror disappeared in 
puffs of smoke and the sounds of drums and flutes, 
The police had no choice but to leave pecple alone. 
Tanks were in the streets of Newark about that time. 

Provo is planning larger, more elaborate smoke-ins 
ee Se e ee ‘could become a “weekly event if es 
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B HOUSE Music 

4 STEPHEN INEZ OPENING 6:00-9:00 

Il BAD NEIGHBORS (THEATRE) EASTER SLICE 


It TOM BECKER SCREENING: MANSON FILM , SHIRLEY TEMPLE 


1B N “WITCHES FROM ENCHANT MENTS — AN imaAL 
RIGHTS - 
Z4 KEN SWEZY- GRAND GUIGOL EVENT READINGS 
. PERFORM ANCE 


26 OPEN PERFORMANCE 4:20 

Zt FOUR POETS FROM D.C, 

Îl REHAB VIDEO coLLECTIVE with PERFORMANCE 
NAANA NAANA AAAS AAAA Anan Aa a aAa se 


MOST EVENTS START AT Bioo P:M, UNDER 45,00 
ALSO WoRKSHOPS, LIBRARY 


FoR MORE INFO. + PROPOSAL SUBMISSION CALL 24-7697 
156 RIVINGTON ST. (BET. CLINTON + SUFPOLK) 
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Texas. Berkeley was overwheiming, 
there was a complete political 
milieu, there. were thousands of 
I joined the Free 
Student Movement which was an 
outgrowth of the demonstrations 
that occured the year before I 
went ta college. 5o 
little more sociaily aware, then 
when I returned to the University 
Gf Texas and Austin I became more 


political. I realized there was 


relationsnip to 
aware of the war. 
PL: At some point did you see 
was a iot of 
frustration in joining the civil 
rights movement, that people were 
- getting 
demonstrating? 
MB: That was part of it.” Just 


there 
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INFORMATION SOUGHT: 
Ownership of buildings and lots in Manhattan. 


INFORMATION SOURCE: 

Office of the City Register 

31 Chambers St: (Corner of Center St.) 
New York,N.Y.10007 

Phone:566-3735 

Hours:9:00AM-4:00PM 


If you want information on the current owner 

of the building or lot you are interested in,- 
go to Room 202. Look up the address in the 
front pages of the iarge "Sanborn Manhattan 
Land Book" on the counter top. It's about 

l foot by 2 feet long. Get the plate number and 
look further in the book for the plate you are 
seeking. A "plate" is a map drawing of the area 
where the property is located. Looking up the 
address on the map, you will find a "Block" 
number and a "Lot" number. Write these numbers 
down and save them--they may come in handy 
later. On the page next to the map page, you 
should find all the properties on that map 
listed according to their Block and Lot numbers, 
There you will find the current owner's name, 
address, telephone number, assessed value, sale- 
price, and the date they took possession of the 
property. Now you can contact the owner if you 
want to, for any reason! 


If you want to go further and’ get the most up to 
date records concerning the property and trans- 
actions on it, go to Room 205. Armed with the 
Block and Lot numbers, you can get a microfiche 
copy of the property records that go as far back 
as you want to go or as recently as a few months 
before your request. A microfiche is liffe a 


-piece of microfilm on a clear plastic card. If 


you are requesting records of transactions that 
took place before 1968, the records may bs ODay 
‘old microfilm reels. In order to get the Ale : ll 


a hacheamicro film, records to review, you must fill 


out” a request form and you máy need to submit 
some form of identification before the clerk 
will give them to you. 


Once you get them, go to the projectors in the 


next room where you can view the records and 
even make xeroxes directly from the screen by 
inserting a quarter and pressing a button. You 
may be surprised at what you may find, so bring 
lots of quarters. 


One last thing--with some te from the clerks 
there, you may be able to get a computerized 
printout of the past few years of activity on 
the property off the computer terminals. in Room 
205. There is no identification required for a 
ae but remember--a' little politeness will 
go a long way! 


(Any questions or requests for further info? 
Send a note to: Shadow Research, P.O.Box 20298, 
New York,N.Y.10009) 


being able to go to the theater 
or Woolworth’'s restaurant didn’t 
Change people’s attitudes, and I 
am talking about white peopie’s 
attitudes, and it didn’t 
substantially change the quality 
of iife of the people around me. 
i carmot really say that it did 
not charge at ali, because a iot 
of peopie have made gains through 
civili rights. 


i became a 


T became more political 
not enough depth in oniy social particulariy because of the 
rebellion, in what they called Vietnam war, once I understood, 
the hippie movement. For me I had once 1 grasped that it was vot 
to have a more political 


just a civil war but a war of the 
Vietnamese peopie trying to throw 
off the oppression of the U.S. 
government. The U.S. had ro right 
to tell the Vietnamese how to run 
their affairs. Until that time I 
don’t think I had a clear 
understanding of what you mean 


it. I became 


anywhere 
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From birth until death, we are made to 
believe we are powerless to change things. This 
is perhaps the worst farce we've been fed by the 
governments and institutions which control our 
lives. > 

If you are fed up living life as a mere 
puppet and are tired of the acceptable channels 
to change(which only lead us back to the same 
governments and institutions), then come and add 
to our network. : 

We are a loose correspondance of 
anti-authoritarian and anarchist youth(a youth is 
anyone commited to-change) who advocate direct 
action towards sustantial change, and the defeat 
of a corrupt and crumbling system with a world of 
free association and liberation. ; 

Direct action methods are vast and varied, 
but we hold the consensus that change starts with 
us, and through each individual using. the best of 
her/hłis/its abilities for change in a cooperative 
fashion we can create a truly free world safe 
from the injustice and fear we are. presently 
forced under. Only through our labour can we 
smash the barriers of racism, sexism, ageism, 
specieism, and homophobia through the 
disintegration of the states and systems which 
‘hold us apart. Š 

If you are interested in real change, then 
come to the meetings of the: 

New York Direct Action Correspondance (NYDAC) 
c/o The Anarchist's Switchboard 
324 Fast 9th St. (Basement) 
New York, N.Y. 11210 
(212) 475-8312 

Meetings are held FRIDAYS between 4-6PM. 
(we are still at an embryonic stage and need your 
input to build a movement of spontaneity and 
action) ; 
Or write the above address for more information! 


(note*- The Switchboard itself is a free Space 
not devoted to any particular ideology, but 
promotes free thinking and awareness. Any group 
or persons may use the premises. To schedule 
meetings call the above phone=) 
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The Community Garden 
on Avenue B 


Two cops in a squad car pull up 
next to a guy in a rumpled, off- 
white linen suit who's walking 
down Avenue B past our newly 
fenced-in cormunity garden, I can 
see from my window the guy Leaning 
back on the fence as the: youns 
cops walk over 3asy, slipping 
their nizghtsticks into their belts. 
They smile, calling him by name, 
and he doesn't look too happy. 

He's in his forties, carrying a 
brown paper Sas. The other one pats 
him down suickly, zenial, askin 

a continuous stream of questions 

as the first one lifts out nis 
wallet. The other cop pulls up an 
arm, turning it over, checking the 
veins. Then he pulls up the guy's 
shirt, inspecting his stomach. The 
guy starts to complain, but not too 
loudly. He's been through all this 
before, I suppose. Then the two 
cops take one last look in the 
paper bag, this time carefully 
turning it inside out. 


By now, everyone in the garden is 
following this drama, glancing 
sideways as they bend over their 
crowded plots. When we first moved 
in, the neighborhood was full of 
junk. By 9 PM, the streets were 
abandoned, From our bedroom window, 
we watched people shooting up in 
the alley behind our building, 
squatting in the trash as they 
melted a cap in a spoon with a 
candle, then dipped in their needle 
and neatly drew up the warm, clear 
fluid. Well-dressed people, too, 
with Lord & Taylor shopping bays, 
nice shoes. And I stood there, 
telling myself, this is for real, 
it's not ty, unable to stop 
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TO Be CONTINVED.- 


looking. Then they would hunck over 
meticulous as a watchmaker, and 
squeeze off a shot, sometimes 
grinding the needle back and forth, 
trying to find a decent vein as 
they dug into the black, sweet spot 
on their arm, glancing nervously 


around them as if they were taking 
a piss. 


Ene two cops hitch up their pants 


and begin again as the guy in the 
suit looks wistfully down the 
street. The first one pats his legs, 
feeling his erstch, then looks 
inside each shoe and checks the 
toes. The zuy begins to yawn, but 
doesn't look bored, The first cop 
inally checks down the front of 
the guy's pants, unzipping his fly 
right thers on the street as the 
other cop pats him on the back, The 
guy barks, elbows sticking out, his 
arms shaking bad as the first cop 
peaches inside his pants and pulls 
out a small, whites bag of powcer, 


At=this point, CAS EINST COD 
produces handcuffs, and they fold 
him into the back seat of the car 
and pull off, leaving a blank spot 
on the sidewalk, as if they were 
never there. The gardeners resume 
with their weeding and watering-- 
these things happen all the time; 
they have work to do. In '83, the 
cops showed up and the junk moved 
away, or at least out of sight. The 
neighborhood was left with an empty 
lot choked with rubble and rusty 
needles, That was five years ago, 
and now the corner is lush with 
spinach, roses, sweet baby carrots, 
a green wall of morning glories and 
even a private meadow of grass, six 
feet long, where the owner stretches 
out on warm afternoons, watching 
the clouds sail over, But now that 
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pushing hard to sell off the lob 
for another high-rent apartment 
building, developed, the story z06s, 
by friends of the mayor. So the = 
gardeners hold civic meetings at 
night, ragged and angry, feeling 
betrayed oy the new realities, No 
oné moves into this neighborhood 
without somebody moving out, Last 
year, they blocked construction 
only at the very last minute, and 
today I sit at my Cesk, trying to 
remember the man in the linen suit, 
ae oon So calmly at the end, 
ooking straight ahead as 
him Seek trains how his 1iFe tro"? 
has suddenly changed, perhaps some 
friend wondering where the hell he 
is by now, or perhaps he lived 
alone, a milk carton left on the . 
kitchen table, the sounds of traffic 
in the empty room, 
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PL: You are not accused directly 
of any deaths but some people you 
associated with were involved in 
am armoured truck expropriation 
iy which some people were killed. 
PL: At some point in your life a 
you have decided you were going in the families of those who 
to Sacrifice possibiy your died? 
freedom and your life to change MB: Actualiy I am convicted of 
conditions, to make the worid a felony murder. 
more equal and just place to 
- dive. How and when did you go 
from a student to someone who is MB: The government does not nave 
willing to make such an enormous to contend that, they contend I 
sacrafice? conspired. 1 regret when anyone 
MB: I think I am a morai person. dies. When people die ıt is not 
1 believe that one cannot be a just that one spirit leaves the 
hypocrite ta put it in the earth. Their families suffer, 
biuntest terms. 1 grew up in the Society suffers. I think that we 
church and I saw a lot of live in a society of death and 
hypocrites in the church and I destruction. I regret that people 
stopped going ta church because I have to die but people are dying. 
was a hypocrite. I was going it's nard because I am not in 
through a ritual every Sunday and Central America and South Africa. 
it had nothing to do with my The thing that movedme the most 
relationship to the principles of when i was young was seeing black 
Christianity. When I becme more people in this country beater: 
political and 1 encountered Che down for wanting to go to 
Guevara through his deeds and his college, for wanting te sit in a 
wards, the Vietnamese people and restaurant for wanting to ride a 
Biack people who were willing to bus. Being brutally beaten, being 
face dogs, firehoses, bats, Ku killed, being attacked by the 
Kiux Kiar to regain that which police and white racists. There 
was due them, their civil rights is an anger that is acceptable in 
and ulitimateiy their human this white racist society but it 
rights, i felt how can I do iess. is not acceptabie to fight back 
i am somebody whe has ail the at that. Sc, I was profoundly 
benefits of this society. i am moved wher i saw young biack 
white, I am educated, 1 am middie people say we are going to fight 


when you talk of freedom and 
libereation, only what I had read 
in history books, European and 
religious history. I went to a 
private religious school. 


PL: But you never held a qun to 
Somebody and shot them. 


Pp CraSs, how Can T Sit by ahd Say backs lblsaaninternatitnal aw pe murtierpebeat him and they wii be — 


‘this ás right, I applaud you, I 
support you ard not be doing the 
same thing? 


that an appressed people have the 
right to fight for it's 
ilberation. That means fighting 


r 
and does not exist.” È 





Whar a stroge or Genws! 
AS A NON-ENTITY, We NOW 
See BEN WARD THE WAY WE 
SHOULD HAVE Seen HIM 
ALL ALONG... A COP!! 
WHATEVER THe COLOR, THE 
BRAIN I5 THe SAME. 


and waging a war because a war is 


being waged against blacks, the 
Puerta Rican nation and Native 
Americans, millions of people 
have died. 

You carmot talk about violence 
randomly. I think there is 
violence that is used in the 
furtherance of goais of a 
rebellion or uprising. Without 
social and political direction, 
violence in and of itself is not 
a good thing. Vicience is not 
neutral, if has been used in many 
ways, for good ard bad reasons. 
You carmot stop racist or 
imperialist vicience with 
nonviolence. The state 
understands that the way you 
control people is through 
repression. ..tO maintain Social, 
political and economic controi of 
tne peopie. in some points in 
many struggles vicience by the 
oppressed arid expicited is the 
only way to fight the violence of 
the oppressor. 
Explanations like that don't help 
peopies feelings. People feel 
anger “somebody killed my family 
member”, but iri America it is 
more acceptable for the police to 
kill someone black in the street. 
Men beat their wives, kill their 
wives, kiil their children and 
they walk free. White gang 
members can drive Michael 


briffith into the street so he is 


nit and Killed, provoke his 


out ir a few years. That is 
because we live in a white 
supremacist society. Violence is 
acceptable when it is performed 
ay certain groups of people 
against other groups of peapie. 
State violence is acceptabie, it 
1S acceptabie for the U.5. ta 
shoot down an iranian piane and 


not have to feel remorse ar regret. 
PL: What are some of the mentads 


of the war you mentioned being 
waged against blacks, Latinos and 
Native Americans? 

MB; Fart of the war is economic. 
They have the worst jobs in this 
society. if nas been ar 
incredibile fight to get wage 
parity with whites based purely 
om Skin Coicr... if 15 a social 
and culturai war te deny pecple 
their identity, their cuiture, to 
erase everything into this white 
RMerican culture. in some cases 
Dlack artists are not recognized 
by whites until their music gets 
taker aver by white artists, that 
is what Elvis did. When you talk 
about psychological war there 1s 
a terrorism, a way of trying to 
rob people of their identity. So 
third worid people are made to 
feel less than white people. This 
is the practice of white 
Supremacy. The devastation of not 
having work is socially and 
physically damaging. You can't 
eat properly or have medical care 
or good housing. It's 
psycologicaliy damaging because 


- humare seek to be productive. 


First black people were worked to 


_ death now they are underemployed. 
This is devastating, you don't 


- politica activities. Tne hö 


have. to end. the System of =f 
imperialism avg the United States f - 


ineo-colonialism iñ which they use 
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have any sense of purpose or 
fufiiiment and that creates the 
milieu in which the government 
introduces chemical warfare. 
Drugs are then introduced 
purposely into the black and 
Latin communities in order to 
entrap the people who canrot 
work. it dulis the senses so 
peopie do not have the 
wherewithal to fight back. It's 
ali interrelated and it's 
genocidal, culturally, physically 
and morally. — 

BL: Why didn't you ask for 
prisoner of war status? ae 
MB: My co-defendant did, 1 did 
wot. I asked for status as a 
politicai prisoner. The situation 
of New Afrikar blacks is 
different than whites. We are not 
in the midst of a war of national 
liperation.../ am in prison for. 
my political beiiefs, my 
political associations and my 


government warts ta say that ` 
there are not political prisoners 
in this country, that people are 
1n jail for crimes. Foiticai 
activity in this country is a 
crime if it manifests itself in 
certain ways. I am an anti- 
imperialist, I have been one 
since 1969 or 1978. 1 believe we 
need drastic social change in 
tnis countrys, 1 believe that for 
oppressed pecpie to be free, for 
white working Class people to not 
DE Exploited anymore, to create 
economic and social forces that. 
allow people to be productive and — 
creative in this world, that we 


1s the primary promoter of that 
although econcmicaily they ar 
having their problems. : 


PL: You are charged with 
Conspiracy and racketeering, do 
you spe those as being the 
activities of the U.S. government 
in certain areas of the worid? 

Mb: i would say that the U.S, 
government 15 the mast organized 
criminal enterprise in the world. 
They nave systematically raped 
and plungered other nations in 
the worid. Iney continue te do it 
mot only as in Fuerte Rico which 
is a direct colony, but through 


the international Monetary Fund, 
international icans to- the so. 
called underdeveloped countries 
in order to continue sacking them 
iwith debts). They support the f 
bourgeoisie and ripping off the 
ratural wealth and productive. 
wealth of countries in Central 
ard Latin America, Asia and 
Africa... — 
«We are iiving in a Situation 
in which there are two world 
views. There is the view of the 
UES: government and U.S. 
imperiaiism that they have the 
right and the might te define 
what 15 democratic, what is just 
and what 15 right anywhere in the 
world. They have the right to 
define if the elections in 
Nicaragua are democratic or not 
or is elections in Haiti are 
democratic or not. So they can 
condone the elections in Haiti ~ 
where people are shot down in the 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 
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tion to present their version of events, the government can now deny that 
information to others. “We ars encouraging the distortion of history,” says 
Anna K. Nelson, representing the American Historical Association at the 
March 10 hearings. “The knowledge that documents and records are 
equally available to all has kept many a participant an honest observer. 
This provision has no place ina representative democracy.” - 

The one-day hearing makes no public stir. But the White House is still 
anxious to preserve its “conservative” reputation. At a meeting of the 
National Newspaper Association on March 14, Ed Meese blames the 
draft order on “overzealous bureaucrats”; but the President signs it just the- 
same. On Apri! 1, armed with their new authority to suppress private re- 
search, Pentagon officials telephone the technical journal Spectrum and 


order an editor to start shredding a manuscript about high-tech Army 
weapons systems “immediately.” 


PUARE 


On October |4 that ambition could scarcely be plainer, as the President 
invokes “executive privilege” to withhold from Congress thirty-one docu- 
ments, many of them unsigned memorandums, prepared by junior officials 
in the Department of Interior. In the most sweeping assertion of executive 
secrecy in our history, the President declares that all information that is 

“part of the executive branch deliberative process” lies beyond the over- 
sight of Congress. President Reagan, who invents his own constitution as 
he goes along, has expanded the confidentiality of the Oval Office to cloak 
the entire executive branch. In the space of twenty-four hours he has pro- 
posed to cut off the government not only from the people, but from their 
elected representatives as well. : 

By October 15 Congress has every reason to ask—and loudly—on what 
meat doth this our Caesar feed. But Congress asks nothing. The opposition 
leaders are silent; “liberals” are as mute as “conservatives.” The elected : 
representatives of the people apparently prefer to deal privately with the shock us, there will be 
White House rather than awaken the sleeping electorate. Quietly, Con- no further need to 
gress will preserve the Freedom of Information Act, and quietly it will chal- assault them 
lenge “executive privilege”; but the Administration’s assault on account- 

: ability it will noc make known to the people. 

On December 4 the President signs an executive order authorizing the 

CIA for the first time to collect “foreign intelligence” in the United States 

by surreptitiously questioning the citizenry. It also authorizes the CIA to 

-employ the entire local police force of the country in this undercover ques- 

xe tioning, which can take place in a barroom, a barbershop, or the aisle of a 





. 


When a concerted 
assault on the habits 
of freedom ceases to 


The White House in 1982 is steadily consolidating its new legislative 
powers. Under Executive Order 12291, which elevates cost-benefit princi- 
ples over acts of Congress, a new mode of lawmaking is being set up before 
our unseeing eves. Under this new system, Congress continues to enact 
legislation after years of study and deliberation. And it continues to dele- 
gate to the appropriate agency the authority to issue regulations carrying 
out the aims of each law. But after that, a few dozen clerks in the White 
House budget office virtually dictate the promulgation of any new regula- 
tions, thereby nullifying acts of Congress that the President considers too 
costly. “The result is a return, to some extent, to autocratic government,” 
says Kenneth Culp Davis, one of the country’s leading experts on adminis- 
trative law, writing in the April issue of the Tulane Law Review. 

And what is the purpose of inserting autocracy into the American re- 
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K Mart as if the U -S. government needed tO OMS the unguarded con public? To “reduce the burdens of existing and future regulations,” says the 
versations of private citizens to keep itself informed about foreign coun- White House, bur thar is all it dares say in public. Like the arms buildup, 
> ae the government off the backs of the people is the very last like domestic snooping, this “good,” too, thrives best out of sight of the 
thing tnis Administration wants. Ul 5 electorate. Under the direction of the budget office the Nuclear Regulatory 
- 1982 oS Commission in June suspends some of its most important safety regulations 
z i ; without the knowledge of the millions of people who live near nuclear 
n January 7, at the annual meeting of the American Association power plants. Under the control of the White House the Environmental 
for the Advancement of Science in Washington, the Administration Protection Agency tums into a massive conspiracy against the environ- 
i opens an assault on the old, slack habits of scientific freedom. The “hemor- mental protection laws. The Times, reporting on the 1983 congressional 
> 7 By Sete ne A 5 i 5 ppan T 
rhage of the country’s technology.” overseas is so severe, says Admiral Bob- testimony of John E. Daniel, the second-ranking official at the EPA, notes 
by Inman, deputy director of central intelligence, that the government that the budget office “tried to dictate regulations to the agency, threat- 
s t ” ` Bs : ‘ 5 Á 2 4 : y 
must step in to “control” the public dissemination of private research. If ened reprisals, urged that cost factors be built into health rules when the 
the nation’s scientists do not submit voluntarily to such censorship, Admi- law prohibited them and showed proposed rules changes to officials of the 
ral Inman warns the assembled audience, a “tidal wave” of public outrage industries being regulated before the changes were available to the public.” 
“could well cause the federal government to overreact” against the liberties With the White House acting as influence-peddler—exactly what the 
of science. Anger and indignation sweep the meeting. What the govern- American Law Division's report on Executive Order 12291 had warned of 
oe : : > 
ment wants “is clearly more compatible with a dictatorship than a democ- a year earlier—a field report on dioxin contamination is altered to delete 
7 RSE : ae . a sentence reàding: “Dow’s discharge esen major 5 oe 
~ The Administration’s FOIA bill never came to a vote. Other legislation incorporating h oe | S d ae TCDD disoki EPSEN Ae a r ave o = 
k -many of the Administration's proposals passed in the Senate, but stalled in the House. In 5 ENES SO N COTTA IAN Cae aw aye ae 
late 1981, the House Committee on Energy and Commerce cited Interior Secretary James — 7 ER ees EPA field officials-are ordered not to submit a new-reportuntil Dow “en = 
Se Warr for contempt; the documents at issue were subsequently turned over. | Wiosesdorsed” it < = paenan aae 
F - EEA ie s < z 7 5 e iE 
f r BeAT, e wes ease aie | i k ` These are public benefactions so desperately in need of public inatten- 
racy,” says Perer Denning, 4 computer scientist from Purdue University, in ‘ ; Sane f b E : 
a eas 5 tion that when a congressional subcommittee subpoenas EPA documents 
- a sharp rebuttal to Inman. The Administration mistakes the very source of : g 51 es a 
3 z ; - E Z on October 21, the President is compelled once again to invoke his person- 
the “hemorrhage,” reports the March issue of the Bulletin of the Atomic Sct- 2 Bria 3 a SESI 
; : : = al constitution. On November 30 he declares that “the Constitutional 
ennsts. Commerce is what cransfers technology abroad. according to a 1979 ; ; ME 3 ; 5 
| ; 2 doctrine of separation of powers” obliges him to withhold from Congress 
| study made by the Pentagon itself, and commerce is what the 1979 Export ; A re i : SE ae 
7 ; E the documentary evidence of the agency's efforts to give America “cost- 
Administration Act was designed to control. e Boiled ee a eea 
. ; A ies: effective” toxic waste dumps. The “dissemination of such documents out- 
To all arguments against censorship, however, the Administration ts Lr $ s & ; i 
i ; : side the Executive Branch,” says the President, “would impair my solemn 
deaf. As Lawrence J. Brady, an assistant secretary of commerce, tells the : Peete Fi 
= Mian i aa Pee ios ae responsibility to enforce the law. 
> pena Dee eee ecg ee a a strong belief in Under White House control the Department of Labor nullifies the occu- 
eo the academic community that they have an inherent right. . . to conduct 


pational safety laws by cutting down on inspectie! s, reducing fines, weak- 
ening the old rules, and delaying the enactment «f needed new ones. ‘The 
department also quietly undermines a law ensuring fair employment oppor- 
tunities for Vietnam veterans by suspending key regulations without public 
notice or comment. According to the department it is “unnecessary and 
contrary to the public interest” to let the American people know how their 
President treats the veterans of a war he is trying to glorify. 

In June the Department of Health and Human Services proposes that all 
changes in rules affecting the aged, the poor, the young, and the disabled 
themselves the costs henceforth be promulgated without public notice or comment. A cost- 
and benefits of its benefit analysis has persuaded the department that the “delay” caused by 
policies public participation in the rule-making process “outweigh{s] the benefits of 


research . . . free of government review and oversight.” Accordingly, the 
Commerce Department informs universities across the country that any 
faculty member who lectures on advanced technology to even a single for- 
eign student may be considered a “U.S. exporter” under the 1979 law and 
fined $100,000 for exporting technical data without a government license. 
At a scientific conference in August, 100 optical engineers are forced to 
withdraw their research papers at the last minute when government agents 
warn them that they may violate export control regulations. Once again, 
‘gn Administration which regards the lawful regulation of commerce as un- 
warranted oppression uses commercial regulations to suppress non-com- 
: mercial activity. Yet about the transfer of technology overseas the 


The White House 
would prevent the 
American people 
from judging for 


a ee tC CU a 


— ee 
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Administration evidently cares little. Due to its slack enforcement of the 
real export control laws, California’s Silicon Valley, in the words of an FBI 
official, is “as leaky as a sieve.” 

The pretexts are shifted around like the three shells in the shell game— 
efficiency, thrift, and national security—but the aim is always the same: to 
give the White House the power to withhold trom the American people 
whatever the President thinks it best for the people not to know. 

On February 4 the President shows Congress the final draft of an execu- 
tive order on “classified information.” The order betrays an appetite for 
secrecy so wanton that the White House declines to send a representative 
to defend it at a congressional hearing. Under the order, a bureaucracy 
which already withholds from the public about 16 million documents each 
year is instructed to resolve all doubts about secrecy in favor of public igno- 
rance. The order creates a new category of technical data (“vulnerabilities 
or capabilities of systems, installations, projects, or plans relating to the 
national security”) so vast and so vague that it enables the government for 
the first time to classify private technical research—thereby giving the 
White House another way to clamp down on the campus and the laborato- 
ry and the Freedom of Information Act. The new category has the addi- 
tional advantage of greatly thickening the wall of secrecy surrounding the 
Administration’s wasteful, fraud-ridden military buildup. 

The new secrecy order treats history itself as a menace to national securi- 
ty. The systematic declassification of documents, begun by President Ei- 
senhower in 1953, is brought to a virtual halt, and its unprecedented 
antithesis—reclassification—is introduced in its place. Under the new or- 
der government officials can reach into the public domain and re-conceal 
what is already public.’ After high-ranking officials use classified informa- ' 


receiving public comment.” Alas for democracy, it cannot make the poor. 
run on time. ; 


A few weeks before making its sectecy proposal the department had di- 
rect experience of the utter incompatibility of democracy and cost-benefit 
analysis. In May it tried unsuccessfully to save nearly $1 billion by gutting a 
program that provides preventive medical checkups to 2 million poor chil- 
dren. When this came to public notice, the shysters of “cost-effectiveness” 
had a hard time explaining why an ounce of prevention was no longer 
worth a pound of cure, this being the well-known result of a cost-benefit 
analysis made by humanity at large and not readily rescinded except in the 
dark. What an enemy of the “good” is common humanity! 

As long as a free people can bring the executive to court, however, presi- 
dential power is under constraint, for the courts do not yet recognize the 
new legislative system. In July, Federal District Judge Harold Greene stops 
the Department of Labor from nullifying two laws it considers too costly 
to enforce. “It is not for the Secretary of Labor or his subordinates to 
make that judgment,” wrote Judge Greene. “Under our constitutional 
system, policy decisions are not made by Government administrators; 
they are made by the Congress.” What an enemy of the “good” is the 
old Constitution! ee 

To free arbitrary power from the constraints of the courts, the Admin- 
istration tries to cut off the courts from the people. To prevent the citizenry 
from enforcing the civil rights laws themselves, the Administration will try 
in 1983 (in vain) to amend those provisions that allow people to sue the 
government in order to compel it to enforce those laws. To make it finan- 
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street and there is a reign of 
terror so people don’t vote and 
they kili candidates. But in 
Nicaragua they are not democratic 
because people came out and voted 
an overwneiming percentage for 
the Sandinistas and elected - 
Daniel Ortega. This government 
feeis iike it had the right to 
Say whe Can Go what and when. 
Tney won't indict Noriega for 
drug activities, when Noriega, if 
he was involved witn drugs, was 
invoived through the auspices of 
the CIA. they were mad at 
Mr. Noriega because ne was not 
doing what ne was supposed to be 
doing, which was giving the U5. 
back titie to the Panama Canal. 
Tne CIA brings more drugs into 
this country on one plane icad 


than probabiy ali the women on my” 


entire floor have brought ir. The 
U.S. government believes it has 
the right to decide what 15 rignt 
and wrong, what 15 demecratic ano 
what 15 terrorist, what is goco 
vigience and what 1s nad 
violence. ine US. trains torture 
Squads to Kili peopie in Ei 
Salvador, sc riverpeds ang the 
countryside are strewn with 
boonies. in El Saivacor, Argertia 
and Chie, and in this country 
Murdered mi 
police, but no one has the right 
to fight back. That is 
democratic? 






PL: Une anti-government riot 
this summer repressed by the 
Sandinista police is being used 
aS a reason to request more 
Military aid. How da you view 
that? 
MB: i have lived through so 
many demonstrations ana sco cailed 
riots in this coutry where the 
police and Nationai Guard come in 
with norses, with guns to 
suppress activities which are 
against the government. Daring 
the sixties, particularly aroung 
tne issues of Civili rights, black 
liberation, fighting the Vietnam 
War, people were dragged, knocked 
Oow, tore up, thrown if jail, 
persecuted for conspiracy cases 
because they were anti-U. S. 
government poiicy. Une 
demonstration in Nicaragua, and 
1% shows there 1s no democracy. 
As I said, it is two different 
world views. Their Hourgecis 
femocracy 1s a democracy for the 
ruling class. Whatever freedoms 
it gives different sectors of the 
population, they are giver on the 
necessities of maintaining power 
and control. That is not to say 
anywhere eise in the worid there 
are rot social problems ard there 
are rot excesses or things that 
Could not be better. This country 
abuses human rights disgracefuliy 
and they believe they have the 
right to throw stones at anybody 
. else. They don't care about. 
Palestinians dying, they don’t 
“sPane-about black: people:ar South 


oe YOU, TF it was 


== 


Africa dying, they don’t care 
about people being locked up and 
tortured, being kept in villages 
with their water cut off, their 
houses peing biewn up by the 
israeli Army, they don't care 
apout that, that 1s Tine--that is 
the democratic process., 


FL: 1 fave read numerous times 
you were the “sole” wnite member 
of the Biack Liberation Army. Did 


you consider yourself a member of 


the BLA? : 
ME: No, i was a supporter. The 
oniy list I beiieve probabiy 


-exists is made oy the police 


departments, the FBI, tne 
Counterinteliigence programs. 
Tney create the lists and they 
put people on it. in tnis country 


it 18 incredibly easy to pe a 
conspirator. ine conspiracy iaws 


aliow the goverrment to persecute 
and prosecute anyoody they want 


Tor criminal charges, aithough we 


are talking adout political acts 
and politicai movements. whether 
1% 15 S0-Caiied “neutralization’ 
Which 15 blatant murder, or by 
iocking people up as common 
Criminals. 

FL: How was the 

COINTELPRO program used against 
ely believe sc. 
have never oeer abie to get ariy 
of my freedom of information act 






files because they say it is 


diways under investigation, 1 
fave been trying since 1976 and i 
fave nat gotten one piece of 
paper, 

FL: Une of COINTELPRO's tactics 
was to send anonymous letters to 
create dissension amourig 
paiiticai groups to create 
hatred, yicierce or gount in 


“someone's leadership abiiities. 


Did you ever receive those type 
of ietters? : 

MB: No, i never personaliy 
received them. I would imagine 


that because i was a target of 


COINTELHAO, more likely there 
wouid Rave Geen innuendc or 
gossip of that kind spread around 
me. I don’t want to pretend that 
I am an important target, i am a 
common ordinary person, They nave 
a program to portray me as 
vicious Criminai type person and 
fast me cut of the community of 
humanity. 

PL: in your triai the 
government relied aimost sciely ~ 
on the testimony of a federai 
witness protection program “paid” 
informant Tyrone Rison. How much 
was he paid and how much tine was 
taken off his sentence? What were 
some of the inconsistencies of | 
his testimony? 

MB: He and his family have 


gotten over $120,080.00 in a five. 


year period. He made a deal with 
the government and he was 
sentenced originally to twelve 
years pleading quiity ta 

RICO charges and he admitted he 


used against you? 





‘gg, 
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killed a Brinks guard. He shot 
him, he kilieo.him after there 
was absoiutely no reason to shoot 
the man. He received tweive years 
because he was hired by the 
Government. He became the vehicle 
for the government te be able to 
prosecute myself, Mutulu, Judy 
Ciark, David Gilbert, Sekou 
Odinga, Syivia Baraldini, - 
Kuwassii Balagoor, and others 
- acquitted. He has been their 
agent. 3 
He contradicted himself on 
how he kilied a Brinks guard. 
First he said that ne just shot 
him, then he says he tripped and 
it was af accident, then he says 
he didn’t shoct him. He 
contradicted himself first saying 
he skivmed alive a Vietnamese 
woman. jhen he said he did rot 
mean that he did it because "we" 
meant the U.S.Army, “1 just sat 
and Smoked reefer and watched = 
it". inat is a big inconsistency 
iy talking about his life. 
According to him, his 
memory got better as the years 
passed. i guess it cid get better 
because he was better coached by 
the FBI after five or six years. 
He did not know dates, tines, 
places, ne did not krow what 
year, what State he was in when 
ne robbed particuiar armored 
trucks. The FHi would suggest 
“wasn't that in Connecticut?", or 
"wasn't that in Greenburgh?” 
There was one incident when he ` 
Said he and other people robbed a 
Korvette's or something in 
Greenburgh, New York. Someone 
eise fas pleaded.guilty fo.that | 


and is serving a sentence on it; 


He says he has never heard of 





this man. He didn't know where ; gl ee 
the place was. He didn't even y ; a 
know if it was New York, but he To pr ; 


gets up and testifies that is cola 


where ne was and that Mutulu and 
i were there. 

PL: is it true another 
defendant in the earlier trial, 
Chui Ferguson, was charged with a 
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Armageddon is coming .. .They can sign all the peace treaties 
they want. They won't do any good. There are dark days 
coming. My Lord! I'm happy about it! There are dark days 
coming again! I don't care who it troubles. It thrills my soul! 
—Jimmy Swaggart 








North and Bundy: The state doesn’t oppose murder; it just punishes free-lancers. 
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cially difficult for the public-spirited to uphold the law against lawless bu- 


reaucracy the Administration will also try in 1983, again in vain, to curtail 
government payment of fees to lawyers who vindicate the law. To weaken 
the “habit” of judicial review the Administration rails at the federal courts 
for what Attorney General William French Smith calls “constitutionally 
dubious and unwise intrusions into the legislative domain”—the domain 
which the White House itself has lawlessly invaded. To put the old, the- 
young, the poor, and the disabled beyond the protection of the courts the 
Department of Health and Human Services announces in June that in the 
future the internal rules it issues to administer its programs will not create 
any rights or benefits that are “enforceable” in court. * 

To deprive the poor of their legal rights, the White House asks Congress 
in November to abolish the Legal Services Corporation, which provides 
the poor with counsel to help them protect their rights in court. When 
Congress refuses, the White-House installs its own agents at the corpora- 
tion. In late November they unfurl their handiwork: pettifogging rules 
(later dropped) that make it almost impossible for Legal Services lawyers to 
sue on behalf of large groups of people, the single most efficient weapon in 
vindicating the legal rights of the poor. And what is the “cost-effective- 


ness” of compelling the victims of official injustice to sue for their rights 


one at a time? The inestimable “benefit” of liberating lawless power from 
the constraints of the law. 


III. 1983 


A n January 24 the budget office proposes a change in its Circular 
A-122—*“Cost Principles for Nonprofit Organizations.” What is proposed 
are new accounting rules for the thousands of private organizations that 
receive federal grants to carry out government functions in lieu of an ex- 
tended bureaucracy. The new rules say, in effect, that all such organiza- 
tions—from the Girl Scouts and the Izaak Walton League to the 
Association for Retarded Citizens— must forfeit federal funds if they speak 
out on public affairs. - 


-Although a final regulation was never published, this moodi as well as the one stipulat- 
ing that the department’s rules be promulgated in secret, remains on the agenda. 


The new rules “would inhibi the free flow of information: between these 
parties and all levels of government,” says an angry Chamber of Com- 
merce. “Operated in tandem, the scope and inherent vagueness of the 
terms ‘political advocacy’ and ‘unallowable costs’ can easily become a giant 
pincers for the stifling of the free and unfettered exercise of First Amend- 
ment rights,” says the National Association of Manufacturers, which finds 
itself puzzled at the spectacle of the White House discouraging “citizen in- 


_—-2=uolvement in the political process.” Representatives.of both organizations 


testify on March l before the one forum left in Washington for a republi- 
can opposition to arbitrary power: the House Government Operations 
Committee, under the chairmanship of Jack Brooks of Texas. 

Frank Horton of New York, the senior Republican on the committee, 
cannot hide his anger or his shame. “We are talking about what a citizen 
can do with his own money on time not paid for by the Government. . . . 


` [The revision] says that if he receives any money through an award based 


on cost, he cannot express an opinion on public matters and still be com- 
pensated. Mr. Chairman, this is positively outrageous. Í cannot believe 
that this could possibly be the intent of the Administration, and yet the 
language is painfully clear.” 

Two weeks after issuing its proposed revision of A-122 (which will be 
only slightly modified before being adopred in April 1984), the President 
signs an executive order banning “any organization that seeks to influence 

. the determination of public policy” from participating in the feder- 
al government's lucrative on-the-job charity drives. A month later, the 
White House calls for the elimination of postal subsidies for the blind, li- 
braries, schools, and other nonprofit organizations. 

Why does the White House wish to silence so many thousands of public- 
spitited people who have firsthand knowledge of the effects of its policies? 
The question answers itself: so that the American people cannot judge for 
themselves the costs and benefits of those policies, and so cannot hold the 
Administration accountable. That is why the Administration stops fund- 
ing the publication of the Survey of Income and Program Participation, which 
assesses the effects of its welfare policies; stops publishing the Annual Sur- 
vey of Child Nutrition and the Annual Housing Survey; stops publishing 
several bulletins on occupational health hazards; stops issuing warnings 
about newly discovered toxics; withholds Health care data from local 
officials; and eliminates or reduces “at least 50 major statistical programs,” 
the Government Operations Committee reports, on such matters as nurs- 
ing homes, medical care expenditures, monthly cepacia store sales, 
and labor turnover. 


According to Administration grote men, the ‘ e market” will attend | 


to these things, so the government need not inform the electorate about 
them. But how can the American people judge the merits of the “free mar- 
ket” if they are kept in ignorance of its effects? This question, too, answers 
itself, The market is not for the American people to judge. Although it is 
the highest good of all, the market, too, apparently thrives best in darkness. 

On a radio program devoted to “Defunding Anti-Family Organizations,” 
Michael Horowitz, general counsel of the budget office and mastermind of 
the A-122 revision, describes the kind of Americans the White House fa- 
vors: “Americans who live in real-world communities, have real-world 
jobs, real-world concerns, who are not political in character.” 

_ Under Justice Department guidelines issued on March 7, Americans 
who are “political in character” are put within easy reach of police surveil- 
lance. In addition to permitting FBI agents to infiltrate political organiza- 
tions in the cause of “domestic security,” the new guidelines allow the 
Bureau to collect “publicly available information” on any American it 


-chooses to monitor for any reason whatever. Thanks to'an Administration © 


To free arbitrary 
power from 

the constraints of 
the courts, the 
Administration tries 
to cut off the courts 
from the people 







If the American 
people want to know 
about something, 
then, for that very 
‘reason, it must be 
kept from their 
knowledge 





The flaunting of - 
censorship during the 
Grenada invasion 
reveals a 
determination 

to habituate a 

free people to 

official news ` 
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which pretends to oppose otticial oppression, any citizen who emerges from 
“real-world” obscurity now falls within the purview of, and possibly into 
the files of, the federal police power. 


On March Li the White House attempts to do for national security af- 


fairs what A-122 was meant to do for domestic affairs: stop up the mouths 
of those who know too much. Under the Presidents National Security De- 
cision Directive 84, all government employees with access to “sensitive 
compartmentalized information” must sign contracts which subject them 
to an extraordinary system of official censorship. If they wish to publish a 
book, an article, or even submit a letter to the editor containing “any in- 
formation” related to “intelligence’—a category vast enough to take in 


most of the domain of national security—they must first show it to the 


~ government for review, and, if need be, alteration, not only while in office 


but for the rest of their lives.” . 

The White House does not give a clear-cut justification for this system of 
lifetime censorship, possibly because there is none. The Administration’s 
statement accompanying the directive describes it as both a harmless effort 
to give government policy “a greater consistency” and an urgent effort to 
prevent the unauthorized disclosure of important state secrets. The press 
briefing at the Justice Department borders on the theater of the absurd. 

“How many See are you talking about here?” a reporter asks an 
official. 

“SCI access is given out only to a handful of employees.” 

“Hundreds, thousands?” 

“It would probably be classified.” 

“Can you provide one or two examples of concrete damage to national 


security” from unauthorized disclosures? 


No, he cannot: “When we officially confirm information that has been 
disclosed in this manner, it compounds the damage.” 

The truth comes out later and the truth is devastating. The “handful” is 
128,000 officials. And, according to the State Department, the total num- 
ber of damaging “leaks” conveyed through the writings of government offi- _ 
cials during the preceding five years is none, not one. 

“Well, I just can’t believe it,” says Lucas A. Powe Jr., a professor of law 
at the University of Texas, in testimony before a Government Operatioris 
subcommittee. “It is as if in coming up with the proposal the Administra- 
tion weighed censorship in the balance as a posse good instead of a pre- 
ane unconstitutional evil.” 

Thart their highest officials might be the enemies of their freedom 


_ Americans find hard to believe, but such is the case. On a pretext so false 


its falsity cries out to heaven, the White House is determined to censor 
the writings of the only class of citizens who can effectively challenge a 
president in affairs of state—all those retired State and Defense De- 
partment officials whose character and patriotism cannot be impugned 
and whose judgments command attention even when they run counter to a 
president’s. The Administration is apparently bent on turning the White 


- House into the unopposable voice of Authority. 


On February 24 a prizewinning Canadian film about the horrors ee 
--clearwar is labeled-“‘political propaganda’ -by the justice-Department and 





Ss 


placed under the restrictions of the Foreign Agents Registration Act of __ 


1938. The name of every organization and individual to whom the film is — 


distributed must be filed with the government. On March 3 the State De- 
partment denies a visa to Salvador Allende’s widow, who had been invited 
to address church groups in San Francisco. It is “prejudicial to United 


States interests,” says the department, to let a few Americans hear, per- 


haps, that the present Chilean regime is a tyranny. 

On April 1 the Department of Energy introduces a new kind of official 
secret. According to the department's proposed regulations, which were 
later modified, a vast mass of published books, articles, and reports must 
henceforth be concealed from the public if they could possibly contribute 


to “nuclear terrorism.” Any library that lets such “unclassified controlled - 


On February 17, 1984, the President orders the censorship provisions of NSDD- 84 


“held in abeyance,” but does not revoke them. 


nuclear information” fall into unauthorized hands could be fined up to 
$100,000 for failing to help the government achieve what Stanford Uni- 
versity, in a stinging rejoinder, calls “the futile and repugnant object of 
making known and unclassified information secret.”* 

On May 25 the President fires three members of the six-person Civil 
Rights Commission—something no other president has ever done—for 
daring to monitor the Administration’s non-enforcement of the civil rights 


_ laws. At a single stroke the commission's statutory independence is de- 


stroyed, bur the White House has little patience for contrary voices. 
Americans have a right to speak out about their “concerns,” says the Presi- 
dent at a press conference in mid-June, “but let us always remember, with 
that privilege goes a responsibility to be right.” 

On September 12 the White House takes another step toward centraliz- 
ing control of government information. The budget office proposes that all 
government agencies must consider that “information is not a free good 
but a resource of substantial economic value and should be treated as 
such.” In light of this, they must submit to the White House clear proof 
that any information they make public passes the supreme test of “cost- 
benefit analysis.”° “ Half in shock, half in anguish, the American Library 
Association asks how such an analysis can properly be made. “What is the 
dollar benefit of an informed citizenry?” 

“You can’t ler your people know” 
President explains at an October 19 press conference, “without letting the 
wrong people know—those who are in opposition to what you're doing.”. 
(On October 20 the Senate votes 56 to 34 against lifetime censorship for 
government officials.) Reporters are so inured to the President’s artless 
press conference remarks that nobody asks him why the people’s right to 
know chiefly benefits “the wrong people.” 

The meaning of the President’s remarks becomes clear on October 25, 
when U.S. forces invade the island of Grenada and the American press is 
barred from the scene at gunpoint, forced to huddle on a nearby island, and 
compelled to transmit to the public only official lies and evasions. This 
wanton act of government censorship reveals “a certain mind-set” among 


«x eethernation’s leadersy Dime angrily observes: ‘rhe notion that events.can be 
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what the government is doing, the © 











crime committed when he was 
actually im jail? 
MB: Yes he was. 
PL: Did Rison have to come up 
with a certain quantity of crimes 
to convict you of the more 
serious conspiracy charges? 

ME: No, in RICO you only have 

- ta be convicted of two acts to be 
convicted of the overall 
conspiracy. He had to fill in the 
FBI scenario. The FBI has a list 
of unsolved robberies ali the 
time and they can just pick out 
some. One detective testified 
that there had been a number of 
armored car robberies in the New 
York metropolitan area and there 
were Similarities in their 
patterns. They took those and 
Said they were ail robberies we 
were involved in. 
FL: What i5 tne significance of 
Assata Shakur; now has she 
affected the Biack struggle? 
MB: She has affected the Black 
anid anti-imperialist struggle, it 
aoesr’ t matter what color you 
are. The goverrment charged her 
with being a leader of the Black 
Liberation Army and they persued 
her relentiessiy, they persued 
ner as a black woman, and they- 
made her a symbol of the armed 
struggie of black people. They 
Charged her-witn numerous dank 
robberies. She was net convicted 
of any of these robberies. Then 
they tock her to New Jersey and 


Convicted hero felony murder, 
killing a New Jersey state 
trooper while sne was shot with 
her hands up in the air (ooctor’s 
testimony at triai). They — 
murdered Zayd Shakur, and 






































Sundiata Acoii was captured. 

The government was vicious 
and vindictive, they wanted this 
woman. it was irrational, they 
had no idea of what or whe she 
was except that she was a black 
militant woman. Feople love her 
and care about her. She stocd 
fast against the incredibie 
brutality and wave of terror that 
was waged against her. I am glad 
she is free and I think that she 


-has a iot more te contribute to 


the world. She may not be in the 
U.S., but she will contribute ta 
Slack, oppressed and all freedom 
loving people wherever she lives. 
Fl: Mexico recently reieased 
William Morales (FALN member and 
Puerto Rican independista) ta 
Cuba, Do you see that as a 
hopeful international message to 
tne U. 5. Government? 
Mb: Yes, it shows a ievel of 
respect ard recognition that the 
Puerto Rican Independence 
struggie nas, that Puerto Rico is 
an independent nation and that 
the peapie whe fight for that 
ilderation are justified and are 
recognized by the world community 
as fighting colonialism. I think 
Mexico not bowing before the U.S, 
was extremely positive. It shows 
the strength of the world 
community that believes Puerto 
Rico must be free. 
PL: The Kerner Commission was 
opStabiished in the sixties to - 


Investigate arid report upon the 


division of blacks and whites in 
this country. De you think there 
has been any change since the 
Kerner Commission, has it helped? 
MB: There is always change out 
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_ political reasons? 
ME: of don't think for the most 


if you taik about qualitative 


_ Change i think the position of. 


black people in America as a 
whole is worse than it was. The 
level of racism and white 
Supremacy has risen. Black 
people's economic role in society 
with the exception of a small 
sector has declined, The quality 
of education, the quality of life 
has declined in relationship to 
other sectors, particularily the 
white population, the white 
vation. 


PL: Federal Judge Barrington 
Parker's decision that condemned 
the political prisons in the U.S. 
: Particularly the Lexington 
control unit for women, was ari 
important decision. Do you think 
it will affect prison programs? 
ME: I think it was a victory 
for the ieft, for politicai 
prisoners, for there to be. 
recognition that people are 
persecuted for political reasons.’ 
The goverrment will not stop 
repressing peopie because a judge 
says you Cannot do it.this way. | 
think they will come back and 
find another way to do it. 

PL: His decision reaffirms what 
has been known for a long time, 
that there are special prisons 
and mistreatment of political 
prisoners, but do you think that 
will charge the daiiy life of 
Someone whe is in jail for 


part that lives will be changed 
GRE Iota by this decision. it 
will charge the ability of the 
government to create this kind of 
psychoiagical torture unit sa 
Glatantiy. immediately, i hope it 
changes the lives of my dear. 
comrades Aiejandrina torres, 
Syivia Baraidini, and Susan 
Rosenberg. They have been 
subjected ta devastating torture. 
The government tries to set 
political prisoners autside the 
Community of mankind. They want 
to cail us anti-social elements. 
i don't think anybody deserves 
any kind of torture, I don't care 
if you work for the government or 
if you work for the freedom of 
mankind, I think that torture is 
a crime against humanity. I would 
hope that they close the unit 
down and that ali the women are 
removed. 


PL: Have you been singled out 
for special treatment because of 
the political nature of your 
charges? i 

MB:. Yes, Mutuiu and I at MCE 
are treated differentiy. We 
Cannot meet in the legal room. 
During cur trial I was in 


- population. When we were 


convicted we were thrown into the 
hole, into isolation ard. 
segregat ior. i 


PL: Se it is not for security 
reasons? 


‘MB: = They won't write that down, 


but that is what they say. I 
don't know why we are less secure 
than we were for the last three 


years. It is propoganda to make a: < 


- predominantiy black and this 


_tannot walk, except with = 


something drasticaliy wrong and 


_ system. @ | ay 
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record that we have to be kept in 
isolation, . 

In the D.C. Jail, prisoners 
are told not to speak to us with 
the threat of being thrown into 


the hoie. In fact, some prisoners 
were told we were in jail for 
threatening Jesse Jackson's life 
‘while we ali have iong histories 
of fighting racism tooth and 
nati... The guards are 


alienates and antagonizes people 
to the point that they don’t care 
what happens to us. Any lack of 
human treatment is explained by 
“they deserve it". They try to 
isolate pecple beyond the realm 
of the human community sa they 
carı be created worse than 
animais. Feopie don't treat 
animals like this. We are 
Shackied and chained, we are not 
allowed cut of the cells without 
handcuffs and chains. 


FL: Do you eat in your cells? 
MB: = Yes, you do everything in 
your celis because we are locked 
up ¢3 1/2 hours a day with very 
poor lighting conditions. We 
cannot meet with our attorneys 
without handcuffs on, so it is 
impossibie to write and prepare 
for trial. People’s health has 
deteriorated rapidly. I am afraid 
that I really have a potential ta 
be seriously injured if I go ta 
the Washington D.C.Jaii soon. I 
fave a balance problem and i 


crutches. I nearly feil down a. 
two story flight of escalators 
while I was there. I think it is 
very easy to end up dying in that 
jail. The government wants ta 
terrorize us and wants ta try to 
physically and psychologically 
assault us to deteriorate our 
ability to fight the charges 
politically in this case. 


PL: Has the FBI conducted an 
overzealous investigation to 
convict you? Did they spend an 
exorbitant amount of money 
persuing this case? 

MB: they spent millions of 
dollars. They have done 
everything iv their power to 
convict me, they are sorry they 
didn't convict more peopie. This 
is their way of eliminating the 
opposition. 


PL: Do you have ary idea how 
many millions? ` 
MB: No. It is money that could 
be used to feed people and create 
social programs that allow people 
to live and work with dignity. I 


Just spent a week in the hospital 
and I am sure the total biil for 
guards is over $23,000. They had 
five marshalis or more watching 
me 24 hours a day. Here I am, a 
woman in bed with a broken leg. 
They are victims of their own 
propoganda. You have to look at a 
society that sperds ali it's 
money on war and defense and so- 
called security. There is 


it really shows the nature of the 
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Indeed so, but this flaunting of censorship reveals something more than a 
“mind-set”: it reveals a determination to habituate a free people to official 
-news and to regarding a free press as the national enemy. “It seems as 
though the reporters are always against us. They're always seeking to report 
something that’s going to screw things up,” says Secretary of State George 
Shultz, “pandering,” writes Safire on December 18, “to the most danger- 
ous [-Am-the-State instincts of his boss.” 
And who is “us,” Secretary Shultz is asked. “Our side militarily—in oth- 
er words, all of America.” 


IV. January—October 1984 


n early January the Administration makes its first crude attempt to 
| revive seditious libel—the ancient crime of speaking ill of the govern- 
ment. On January 3 Justice Department officials obtain a court order bar- 
ting a publisher from printing a legal opinion of a Colorado judge because 
the department thinks it is “slanderous” to three of its lawyers. Three 
weeks later the sear of notoriety forces the U.S. Court of Appeals in Den- 
ver to recollect what country it is in, but America has had its first inkling of 


oe “The final regulations, passed in April 1985, allow the DOE to restrict access to such 
information only if it is contained in material acquired by a library after that date. 


**Although formal guidelines were never issued, this has become the Administration’s 


de facto policy. 


-a future in which the executive may punish with prior restraint the sin of 
slandering the state. 

In January, too, the Administration experiments with new ways to deter 
government officials from disclosing classified information to the public. 
“Leaks are consensual crimes,” says Acting Assistant Attorney General 
Richard Willard. Willard shows Senate aides the draft of unprecedented 
legislation that would authorize the federal government to punish with 
crushing financial penalties any person with access to classified informa- 
tion—more than 4 million people—who divulges the most trivial fact 
concealed within the bloated empire of national security. ° 

The Administration takes a parallel step against leaks in late January, 


American University an hour before he is to deliver a technical paper on 
arms control verification to an academic audience in Los Angeles. They 
~ warn Richelson that if he delivers his paper, he could be prosecuted under 
the 1917 Espionage Act.” ° On February 3 the Washington Post reports that 
PBL agents have warmed two former NationalSecuritysAgency officials-thar 
their research into the downing of the Korean Air Lines jet “technically 

violated” the Espionage Act. 
Š The word “technically” betrays the Administration’s intention. It seeks 
| to turn a law aimed at the transfer of vital secrets to a foreign power with 
the intent to harm the country into an instrument for prosecuting those 
i who transfer information to the public with the intent to help the country. 
The great advantage of this law over other methods of stopping leaks, notes 
l : -a confidential White House memorandum circulated in 1982, is that it 
“could also be used to prosecute a journalist who knowingly receives ‘and 

ara publishes classified documents or information.” 

Behind the President’s “leakomania,” as Safire calls ir, lies the force of a 
very practical necessity. Ordinary means of concealment can no longer 
hide the scandalous truth about the Administration’s trillion-dollar mili- 
tary buildup; it is a colossal squandering of the public wealth. The estab- 
lished secrecy rules are good enough to silence time-servers, but the} 
cannot prevent men of honor from supplying Congress, the press, and the 
public with the sordid evidence of wanton waste—the evidence that “the 
vast majority of money we put into major weapons systems is pure waste 
and inefficiency,” according to Senator Charles E. Grassley, a conserva- 

_ tive lowa Republican; the evidence that “we are not buying airplanes, we 
are buying the contractors’.costs,” according to A. Ernest Fitzgerald, the 
Air Force official who gave “whistle-blowing” a good name; the evidence 
that the entire weapons buildup “had nothing to do with a strategy, noth- 
ing to do with a program of what we needed for defense,” according to 

Richard A. Stubbing, who served in the budget office as deputy chief of 
national security during the first years of the buildup. 

To help it conceal this hideous engine of waste from the American peo- 
ple, Congress has quietly handed the Department of Defense extensive 
new secrecy powers. Slipped into the voluminous folds of the Omnibus 
Defense Authorization Act of 1984 is a provision that gives the Pentagon 

_ statutory authority “to withhold from public disclosure any technical data 
with military or space application” that could not be released to a foreigner 
without obtaining an export license. After all, why should Americans have 
a right to know any more than foreigners? We are a thousand times more 
dangerous than foreigners. This congressional assault on accountable gov- 
ernment gives the executive the authority to conceal the entire domain of 
national defense from the American people. But the Pentagon waits until 


*The White House never formally Proposes this legislation, in large part because the de- 
tails of Willard’s draft were reported in the press, generating widespread public opposition. 


**Richelson delivered his paper anyway. He later provided the Justice Department with 
evidence that it was based on published information, and a decision was made not to 
prosecute. 


aa after the election to exercise its new powers. 
i = = . . > 
Secrecy rules are one thing; enforcing them is another. Hence the im- 
portance the Administration places on expanding the Espionage Act. 
On October | the Administration takes the next step toward the act’s 
p 


‘expahsion when'it'atresrs a'civilian Nayy offici al for selling’ chree classified * 





: 
shaped by their presentation, that truth should be a controlled substance.” 


when two Air Force investigators approach Professor Jeffrey Richelson of 


more than foreigners? . 





satellite photographs of a Soviet aircraft carrier under construction to a 
venerable British military magazine. There is no question of disclosing in-- 
formation damaging to our national security. The Defense Department 

releases satellite photographs. whenever it suits the Administration's pur- 

poses. Nor is there anything surreptitious about the sale: the arrested offi- 

cial, Samuel Loring Morison, is an editor of Jane's Fighting Ships, and the 

photographs were duly published in August. The only question is whether 

- the Administration can find a judge willing to rule that the Espionage Act 
is in fact an official secrets act under which no one has been convicted in 
sixty-seven years. 


V. November 1984—November 1985 


he President’s great popular victory in November does not recon- 
cile the Administration to the habits of freedom and popular government. 
It mérely gives the President and his faction greater power to besiege and 
subvert them. 

On November 20 the Defense Department exercises its new statutory 
power to conceal itself trom the country. It issues a directive stating that 
every Pentagon official must henceforth withhold from the public all 
“technical data,” including any pertaining to “contractor performance 
evaluation” —fraud—and “results of test and evaluation of... military 


By treating Cuban 


periodicals like hardware”—waste—if such data “are likely to be disseminated outside the 
Cuban cigars the Department of Defense.” In other words, if the American people want to 
Administration know about something, then, for that very réason,-it must be kept from 


their knowledge. That is the plain English of the regulations. The maxi- 
mum penalty for enlightening the country is ten years’ imprisonment and a 
$100,000 fine for violating the export control laws, now distorted beyond 
recognition. 

The great Administration engine for squandering the public wealth, the 
machine which generates crushing budget deficits, which in tur serve as a 
permanent force for reducing “social spending,” has at last become what it 
so desperately needs to be: a single, all-embracing secret of state. Wanton 
waste, under heavy concealment, will enforce needless sacrifice, and the 
sovereignty of a free people will be crushed under a fabricated necessity. 
Social programs will be abolished, public benefits reduced, social services 
left to decay; and a blinded-electorate will no more understand why their 
country has grown so impoverished than a savage can understand why the 
sun rolls around in the heavens. =e 

Also in the aftermath of the election the Administration reveals what 
the President means by “the responsibility to be right.” It will try co make 
falsehood a federal crime. A writer named Antoni Gronowicz has pub- 
lished a book about Pope John Paul I, God’s Broker, containing extensive 
interviews with the pontiff which the Vatican-says are fictitious. This is 
gross falsehood—the pope says so—and this the White-House is deter- 
mined to punish. An Administration which thinks it is oppressive to pre- 
vent corporations from poisoning the air thinks it is the voyage ahr 
to prevent an author from misleading a few readers. The Justice Depart- 
ment seeks a grand jury investigation in Philadeiphia, hoping to™have 
Gronowicz indicted, not precisely for publishing a book containing false- 
hoods but for violating the mail fraud statutes.” Re r 

In late November the Administration finds a still more potent way t 


claims control over a 
hitherto free activity 















*A grand jury was convened, and ordered Gronowicz to'turn over his notes. He refused, 
and has asked the Supreme Court to overturn lower court rulings ordering that he do so. 


curtail the freedom of the press in America. The CIA files a complaint 
with the Federal Communications Commission against the American 
Broadcasting Company that could result in the loss of its broadcast licenses 
for airing a false charge, later retracted, against the agency. Since the 
CIA’s unprecedented suit has the backing of the White House, the FCC 
proves obliging. Even though it eventually rules against the CIA, the FCC” 
declares that any agency of the government henceforth has the right to file 
such a complaint against a broadcaster (under the Fairness Doctrine) if it 
feels ic has been unfairly abused on the airwaves. Thus has the FCC rein- 
vented seditious libel. By bureaucratic fiat, it is now an offense punishable 
by the threat of extinction for any broadcaster to treat the executive 
branch unfairly—in the judgment of the executive branch. 

As long as Americans still cherish a free press; however, the- Adminis- 
tration cannot successfully subjugate the news media. Accordingly, the 
Administration renews its effort to turn the people against their own news- 
papers. Another flaunted drama of censorship provides the instrument. On 
December 17 the Defense Department calls in the press to announce that 
the scheduled January 23 flight of the space shuttle Discovery will be treat- 
ed as a military secret of the gravest kind. The public learns that Secretary 
of Defense Caspar Weinberger has personally asked the Associated Press, 
NBC News, and Aviation Week & Space Technology to suppress their stories 
about the shuttle mission in the interests of “national security” —and that 
the three organizations have dutifully complied. The public learns, too, 
that even “speculation” about the purpose of the flight is forbidden and 
will be punished by a full-out investigation of the offender—a truly ex- 
traordinary threat. ans 

This sudden, officious announcement stuns the Washington press corps. 
There is simply no warrant for such elaborate secrecy. The military purpose 
of the shuttle flight has been publicly available information for months. To 
kill a news story merely because the government orders it would set a “dan- 
gerous precedent,” warns John Chancellor on the NBC Nightly News. True 
enough, but the Administration evidently wants something. more than 
that servile precedent. Its insolent warning against “speculation” is a goad 
to defiance, “an enticement for people to go after what the mission was 
about and then to publish what they found out,” as former Defense Secre- 
tary James R. Schlesinger tells the press. : à 

Taking up the gauntlet, the Washington Post refuses to keep secret what 
is not a secret and publishes a story about the shuttle flight based on infor- 
mation from available sources. Secretary Weinberger denounces the paper 
for daring to “violate requests” from the Pentagon. Disobedience to a gov- 
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of “wnat residents called a drug dealer was displayed. 
Residents on ocne block of 14th Street felt compelled ta 
publicly apalegize fo. the incidert. 


EVAC pravided the Guardian Angels with arn East lth 
Street storefront fram where the Angels participated in 
shertlived patrals an 14th Street between First and Third 


“Avenues. fhe patrols led ta confrontations by the mostly 


white middie ciass residents, accempanied by the Arigels, 
with suspected crack dealers and users who were invariably 
Black and poor. 


The Guardian Angels headquarters provided by EVAC was 
the second for the group in the East Village. During the 


summer of 1987, cast Village siumlord Emil Braun provided 


the Angels with an cast lith Street storefront. 
Embarrassed by accusations that Braun recruits drug 
abusers te terrorize tenants im his buildings, the Angeis 
beat a hasty retreat. 


In recent months, Curtis and Lisa Sliwa have been trying 
ta burla a Guardian Angeis chapter in Londen. Curtis 
Claims ta have received more than c0 stitches from a knife 
attack by an unknown assailant. British authorities 
repertediy heiloo the couple far several hours af 
‘questioning at Heathrow Airport before allowing them to 
enter tne country. 


im the U.&., the Angels continue to patrol some streets 
but their visibility is lower than in past months with the 
Sliwas cut ar the country. At a recent forum sponsored by 
the American Civil Liberties Union, an Angel spokesperson 
admitted the group had “made mistakes", but said that the 


Angels plan to continue their ytreet patrels. Rei ait 






















ernment decree, he says, “can only give aid and comfort to the enemy.” 
This is more than mere calumny; it is the precise wording of the constitu- 
tional definition of treason, and it suggests a motive for the shuttle affair. 
What the Administration has done is stage a little morality play before the 
eyes of the country, a corrupting drama in which the servility of the press 
appears in the bright garb of patriotism and the freedom of the press in the 
black hues of treason. 

Some weeks later the Administration stages a second act of the vicious 
play when the Times publishes a secondhand story by Leslie.Gelb against 
the wishes of the State Department. The department’s Bureau of Politico- 


Military Affairs orders Gelb-ostracized and ostentatiously denounces him 


for “willingly, willfully, and knowingly” publishing information “harmful 
and damaging to the country.” That the information has been previously 
published is irrelevant, the department explains. “The Secretary of De- 
fense and Secretary of State and National Security Adviser were against 
printing it,” and this alone makes it treasonable conduct in the new tyran- 
nized republic. As Floyd Abrams, the famed constitutional lawyer, ob- 
serves, the Administration is “attacking the legitimacy of the press, not its 
performance.” ; 

Under the Administration's powerful assault the press grows timid. The 
Morison case passes through various preliminary stages but the public hears 
almost nothing about it. Tyranny is not “news.” That is the new rule of 
American journalism. The truth is, the press is too frightened to write- 
about what frightens it. It cowers in dread of being called “too powerful.” 
For the myth of media power, which the media never contested in their 
salad days, is now being used by the enemies of liberty to incite the people 
against a free press. 

On January 4, without the slightest public notice, the White House is- 
sues an executive order that concentrates still greater legislative power in 
the hands of its budget office. Under Executive Order 12498 the White 
House gives itself the formal power not only to impose cost-benefit analysis 
but to review, control, approve, or suppress any agency activity “that may 
influence, anticipate, or could lead to the commencement of rule-making 
proceedings at a later date.” Regardless of the laws they are supposed to 
implement, the executive agencies of government can now do virtually 
nothing the White House disapproves of. For the first time in American 
history a president has the formal power to turn acts of Congress into mere 
husks for secret White House legislation. Under the new executive order 
the president also has the unprecedented power to bar any executive agen- 
cy from even studying anything the White House prefers to leave unstud- 
ied. No official information that might allow the American people to 


_ question the wisdom of a president may be collected without that presi- _ 
_ dent's permission—which willbe given or withheld in séctec. Under this 


new dispensation the old, decentralized executive branch stands on the 


verge of extinction. The traditional bulwark against presidential despotism 


has been reduced to silence and servility. 

On March 12 a federal judge in Baltimore, deciding a motion in the 
Morison case, rules chat the Espionage Act applies to unauthorized disclo- 
sures of classified information to the press. According to Judge Joseph H. 
Young, “the danger to the United States is just as great when this informa- 
tion is released to the press-as when it is released to an agent of a foreign 
government.” For decades it was plain to Congress and the courts that the 
vital secrets of 1917 bear little resemblance to the half-billion “classified” 
documents concealed by the modern security establishment. For decades it 
was evident to everybody that informing the American people is different 
from informing a foreign government, that the wish to enlighten the coun- 
try is different from the intent to harm it. But this Administration believes 
that an enlightened citizenry is a menace to the state. Thanks to Judge 
Young's ruling, patriotic officials may no longer menace the great engine of 

Pentagon waste. Morison himself faces up to forty years in 
prison for putting three harmless photographs into a well- 
known magazine. ` 


magine a faction that would throw honorable men into prison so that 
it could impoverish the public treasury with impunity and bend a sovereign 
people to its will, not just this year and the next, but long after it has fallen 
from power. Imagine a venerable republic, the hope of the world, where 
the habits of freedom are besieged, where self-government is assailed, 
where the vigilant are blinded, the well informed gagged, the press hound- 
ed, the courts weakened, the government exalted, the electorate degraded, 
the Constitution mocked, and laws reduced to a sham so that, in the full- 
ness of time, corporate enterprise may regain the paltry commercial free- 
dom to endanger the well-being of the populace. Imagine a base-hearted 
political establishment, “liberal” as well as “conservative;’ Democratic as 
well as Republican, watching with silent, protective approval this lunatic 
assault on popular government. Imagine a soft-spoken demagogue, faithful 
to nothing except his own faction, being given a free hand to turn Ameri- 
cans into the enemies of their own ancient liberties. Imagine this and it 
becomes apparent at last how a once-great republic can be despoiled 
in broad daylight before the unseeing eyes of its friends. m 


Walter Karp is a contributing editor of Harper’s and the author of The Politics of War. 
He is at work on a book about the Korean War, The Empire and the Mob. 


In our dreams we have limitless resources and the people 


yield themselves with perfect docility to our molding hands. 
--John D. Rockefeller : 
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